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Social Determinants – PRAPARE 
 
 

 
 
 
Cerner Corporation Design Guide for the PRAPARE Tool 
 
Cerner provides a PowerForm to capture Social Determinants of Health with the PRAPARE Tool. The 
form is designed based upon requirements from the NACHC (National Association of Community Health 
Centers). It is available for all Cerner Millennium® clients in PowerChart®.  This information can be 
collected by clinicians, including nurses and care managers, social workers, other non-clinical health 
workers, navigators or the person themselves. Some of the data may come from fields in the registration 
of the EHR; others may be demographic information or part of social history data collection.  
 
The form may be accessed ad hoc or from an appropriate folder location in PowerChart.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to research conducted by Health Ranking (a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation program), 50 
percent of health care outcomes and cost are determined by social and environmental factors.  
 
Source: http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/our-approach 

 
 

Health outcomes 

Health factors 

Policies and programs 

Length of life 50% 

Quality of life 50% 

Clinical care 
(20%) 

Social and economic factors  
(40%) 

Physical environment  
(10%) 

Health behaviors  
(30%) 

Tobacco use 

Diet and exercise 

Alcohol and drug use 

Access to care 

Quality of care 

Education 

Employment 

Income 

Family and social 
support 

Community safety 

Air and water quality 

Housing and transit 

Sexual activity 
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Improving patient care with social determinants 
 
6 ways to improve health care (Adler and Stead, 2015): 

• Diagnosis and treatment – permit greater precision in diagnosing and improving treatment  

• Care coordination – facilitate more effective shared decision making between the clinician and 
patient 

• Risk assessment – identify risk factors, such as depression or tobacco use, that can be 
addressed directly 

• Appropriate referrals – prompt clinical team to refer a patient to a public health department or 
community agency 

• Patient experience – help expand health systems’ capacity to tailor services to meet their unique 
population’s needs 

• Research – broaden the patient context available to researchers from EHRs 
Source: Adler, Nancy E., and Stead, William W. (2015). Patient in Context – EHR Capture of Social and Behavioral Determinants of Health. N Engl J Med. 372(8),698-701 

 
Self-documentation is available in the patient portal: 
 

 
 
The format is below as viewed in PowerChart:  
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Responses may indicate social needs risks: 

 
These social needs are translated into goals and activities that contribute to the person’s 
longitudinal plan. 
 
For additional information please contact populationhealth@cerner.com  
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