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About Alliant Health Solutions



Swati Gaur, MD, MBA, CMD, AGSF
Medical Director of the Year 2022
ASSOCIATE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, RAINMAKERS SOLUTIONS 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, ALLIANT HEALTH SOLUTIONS
SENIOR MEDICAL DIRECTOR, POST-ACUTE CARE, 
NORTHEAST GEORGIA MEDICAL CENTER
• Past chair of an infection advisory committee during the COVID-19 pandemic
• Created and issued guidance to a COVID-19 task force
• National and international speaker on infection prevention and control issues in 

nursing homes
• Board certified in internal medicine, geriatrics, and hospice and
• palliative medicine
• Masters in business administration from Georgia Institute of Technology



Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC, FAPIC
PATIENT SAFETY MANAGER
Amy is a registered nurse with a diverse background in acute 
care nursing, microbiology, epidemiology and infection control. 
She is passionate about leading and mentoring new and future 
Infection preventionists in their career paths and assisting them 
in reducing healthcare-associated infections across the 
continuum of care.

Amy enjoys spending time with her family. She also loves 
camping, bicycling and running.

Contact: Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


Deena Tarver, MBA, BSHA
VACCINE ADVISOR

Deena Tarver is a vaccine advisor focused on the COVID 
vaccine. She has a business background and owned 
businesses before entering the health industry. Her passion for 
serving led her into the health field, where she could combine 
her business background and clinical knowledge to better 
serve others.

Deena enjoys time with her family and loves hiking with her 
husband and three fur babies.

Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org

mailto:Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org


COVID-19 Vaccinations





















• Local health departments
• Find local health departments here: 

https://www.naccho.org/membership/lhd-
directory?searchType=standard&lhd-state=GA

Where Can Uninsured Staff Get Vaccines?

https://www.naccho.org/membership/lhd-directory?searchType=standard&lhd-state=GA
https://www.naccho.org/membership/lhd-directory?searchType=standard&lhd-state=GA


COVID-19 Vaccine
Fall 2024 Recommendations



Deaths From Vaccine-Preventable Illness 

• Number of flu-related 
deaths (2023-2024): 
44,900

• Number of COVID-19 
(2023 only): 75,500



COVID-19 Vaccine 2024-2025

• Everyone ages 6 months and older should receive an 
updated 2024-2025 COVID-19 vaccine

• Pfizer Moderna mRNA - Available Now
• Novavax – Available now (like Hepatitis)
• Effective Date – As Soon It’s Available



2024-2025 Flu Vaccine Recommendation

• Updated 2024-2025 flu vaccines will protect against an H1N1, H3N2 
and a B/Victoria lineage virus.

• ACIP recommends that adults aged ≥65 years preferentially 
receive any one of the following higher dose or adjuvanted 
influenza vaccines:

o Quadrivalent high-dose inactivated influenza vaccine (HD-IIV4)
o Quadrivalent recombinant influenza vaccine (RIV4)
o Quadrivalent adjuvanted inactivated influenza vaccine (aIIV4)



RSV Vaccine



Pneumococcal Vaccine



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.cdc.ncird.pneumorecs&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pneumorecs-vaxadvisor/id1440647099


ACIP Meeting February 28, 2024



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8803382/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8803382/


Vaccine Strategy: Coadministration
• 2/3 of adults want it 

• Side effects comparable 

• Flu vaccine rates may go up with coadministration 

• Nursing home resources 

• Vaccine fatigue 



Coadministration
• COVID-19 vaccine + Flu vaccine

• Pneumococcal vaccine + Flu 
vaccine

• COVID-19 vaccine + 
Pneumococcal vaccine

• Any of the above vaccines can 
be given in conjunction with RSV 
vaccine 
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Causes of Sepsis 
Most common infections in nursing 
homes leading to sepsis: 
• Pneumonia 
• Urinary tract infections 
• Cellulitis 
• C. Diff infection 
• COVID-19 



Evidence on 
Effectiveness of 
Vaccines in 
Prevention of 
Infection and Sepsis

• Over two years, the 
pneumonia vaccine  will 
prevent one case of 
pneumonia in12 residents 

• The influenza vaccine 
decreases influenza-
associated pneumonia 

Maruyama T, Taguchi O, Niederman MS, et al. Efficacy of 23-valent pneumococcal vaccine in preventing pneumonia and improving survival in nursing home residents: double blind, randomized and placebo controlled trial. BMJ. 2010;3



Flu Vaccine 

Flu vaccine effectiveness:
>65 years - 28% less likely  to be 
hospitalized 

40% less likely to have an O2 requirement 
65% less likely to have organ failure 
66% less likely to have respiratory failure 
69% less likely to be admitted to the ICU

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/2023-2024/new-study-vaccine.htm#:~:text=A%20new%20CDC%2Dcoauthored%20study%20published%20in%20Clinical,reduced%20the%20risk%20of%20serious%20flu%20outcomes.



COVID-19 
Vaccine 





CMS Quality Reporting Program 

This final rule finalizes requirements for the SNF QRP, including the adoption of one new measure 
beginning with the FY 2024 SNF QRP: the Influenza Vaccination Coverage among Healthcare 
Personnel (HCP) (NQF #0431) measure.



QRP Measure 
In the FY 2023 SNF PPS final rule (pages 47564–47580), CMS adopted two additional 
measures for use beginning in the FY 2026 SNF VBP Program year:

• SNF QRP Measure #15: Potentially Preventable 30-Day Post-Discharge Readmission 
Measure – SNF QRP
o This measure was finalized in the FY 2017 SNF PPS Final Rule, which was 

published in the Federal Register on August 5, 2016 (81 FR 52030 through 
52034). Public reporting began on October 24, 2019. 

• SNF QRP Measure #16: SNF Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) Requiring 
Hospitalization
o This measure was finalized in the FY2022 SNF PPS Final Rule, which was 

published in the Federal Register on August 4, 2021 (86 FR.42473 through 
42480). Public reporting began on April 29, 2022. 

https://federalregister.gov/d/2022-16457
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-08-05/pdf/2016-18113.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-08-04/pdf/2021-16309.pdf


The SNF VBP Program Hospital Readmission Measure

SNF VBP Program Hospital 
Readmission

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality-initiatives-patient-assessment-instruments/value-based-programs/snf-vbp/measure
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality-initiatives-patient-assessment-instruments/value-based-programs/snf-vbp/measure


Future Expansion of 
the SNF VBP Program
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National Healthcare Safety Network 
Respiratory Pathogens Reporting for 

Long-Term Care Facilities

Welcome!

Presented by:
Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC, FAPIC
Patient Safety Manager, Alliant Health Solutions



National Healthcare Safety Network 
(NHSN) Reporting Requirements



Long-Term Care Facility NHSN Reporting Requirements
NHSN Reporting Requirement NHSN Reporting Deadline

COVID-19 Vaccine: HCP
Healthcare Personnel COVID-19 Cumulative Vaccination Summary for 
Long-Term Care Facilities

Recommendation to utilize the Person-Level COVID-19 Vaccination 
Form and select the “view reporting summary and submit” to submit 
these data. 

Reporting week is Monday through
Sunday. Data must be submitted to
NHSN once every reporting week for 
the week corresponding to the 
reporting week.

RPV: Residents
Weekly Respiratory Pathogens and Vaccination Summary for Residents of 
Long-Term Care Facilities

Required elements include questions pertaining to COVID-19 vaccination, 
cases, and hospitalizations:  
1., 2.a., 3.a., 3.a.i., 4.a., 4.a.i.

Report once every week before
Sunday at 11:59 p.m. (UTC).

Influenza Vaccination Summary for Healthcare Personnel: Facilities must 
report annual HCP influenza vaccination summary data through the NHSN 
Healthcare Personnel Safety Component for the reporting period of 
October 1, 2024, through March 31, 2025.

Report once for influenza season 
(October 1, 2024 – March 31, 2025) 
b by May 15, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. 
(UTC).



CMS Reporting Requirements
Reminder: Facilities can contact CMS with questions about
reporting requirements

• Weekly reporting requirement questions: 
DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov

• Quality reporting program questions: 
SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov

mailto:DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov


COVID-19 and Respiratory 
Pathogens and Vaccination Reporting



New: Combined Respiratory Pathogens Form -
Residents

• Beginning September 30, 2024, facilities will report respiratory pathogen vaccination, case and 
hospitalization data on a newly combined reporting form. 

• COVID-19 vaccination, case, and hospitalization reporting are required, while flu and RSV reporting 
remain optional. 

• Facilities that choose not to collect and report Influenza and RSV vaccination, case, or hospitalization data 
should leave the fields blank on the combined form. Please do not enter zero (0) if you are not collecting 
and reporting these data. 

• Users will continue to report cumulative vaccination coverage, meaning the number of individuals who 
ever received a certain vaccine. 

• Users will continue to report new cases and hospitalizations that occurred during the week of data 
collection. 

• Facilities will no longer be able to enter data for dates after September 30, 2024, into the COVID-
19/Respiratory Pathogens Surveillance Pathways. 



Updated Modules

Open the weekly 
vaccination calendar 
and forms by 
selecting:

1. Respiratory 
Pathogens and 
Vaccination > RPV 
Residents

- Or -

2. RPV Summary 



Weekly Vaccination Calendar

You must report 
data weekly to the 
updated modules:
1. COVID-19: HCP
2. RPV: Residents



RPV: Residents

Required Fields: Yellow

Optional fields: Blue and 
Green
Notes:  If reporting data to 
green or blue fields, then all 
fields in that category/color 
must be reported. Do not 
report zeros if you are not 
collecting and reporting these 
data. Leave them blank. 



COVID-19 Vaccine: HCP



Long-Term Care (LTC) Facility Acute Respiratory 
Illness Data Reporting
• CMS proposes replacing the current COVID-19 reporting

standards for LTC facilities that sunset on December 31,
2024.

• Beginning on January 1, 2025, the new standard could
require facilities to electronically report information
about COVID-19, influenza and respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV).

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/calendar-year-cy-2025

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/calendar-year-cy-2025-home-health-prospective-payment-system-proposed-rule-fact-sheet-cms-1803-p


Is NHSN Reporting Required for Influenza and RSV 
Vaccines for LTC Facility Residents?

Reporting for Influenza and RSV is optional.
• There are no current federal regulations for reporting these

vaccines among this population.
• Reporting is highly encouraged so that facilities will have access 

to necessary data should the proposed rule become final.

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Up to Date Definition for COVID-19 Vaccination

• Beginning September 30, 2024, individuals are considered up to date (question 2a) if they have 
received a dose of the 2024-2025 updated COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Note: For questions about cases and up to date status (question 3a) as well as hospitalizations and up 
to date status (question 4a), residents would need to receive the vaccine 14 days or more before the 
positive test to be included. 

• Under the new recommendations, most individuals will not be up to date with COVID-19 vaccines 
until they receive the 2024-2025 updated COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Facilities should report zero (0) up-to-date until individuals receive the 2024-2025 updated COVID-19 
vaccine. 

• The surveillance definition of up to date for each quarter can be found here: Understanding Key Terms 
and Up to Date Vaccination (cdc.gov). 

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h917d2696,1d2338df,1d238a2e&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTQ0LURNMTM3NDI3JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9S2V5JTIwUG9pbnRzJTIwZnJvbSUyMFdlYmluYXIlMjBvbiUyME5IU04lMjBSZXNwaXJhdG9yeSUyMFBhdGhvZ2VucyUyMGFuZCUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwVXBkYXRlcyUyMGZvciUyMExvbmctdGVybSUyMENhcmUlMjBGYWNpbGl0aWVz&s=Nueq_pj4oavUmx29HBSdzVZsWr68kxJjalrtHdN81As
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h917d2696,1d2338df,1d238a2e&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTQ0LURNMTM3NDI3JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9S2V5JTIwUG9pbnRzJTIwZnJvbSUyMFdlYmluYXIlMjBvbiUyME5IU04lMjBSZXNwaXJhdG9yeSUyMFBhdGhvZ2VucyUyMGFuZCUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwVXBkYXRlcyUyMGZvciUyMExvbmctdGVybSUyMENhcmUlMjBGYWNpbGl0aWVz&s=Nueq_pj4oavUmx29HBSdzVZsWr68kxJjalrtHdN81As


Up to Date Definitions for Influenza and RSV 

Influenza RSV

Received influenza vaccine 
anytime from when it first 
became available, such as 
August 2024 for the current 
season (2024-2025), through the 
current reporting week. 
Reporting season ends when the 
next seasonal influenza vaccine 
becomes available.

Received RSV vaccination 
anytime from when it first 
became available in August 
2023.  

2023 COVD-19/RESPIRATORY PATHOGENS VACCINATION PROTOCOL (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/vax-rpv-protocol-ltc-residents-oct-2023-508.pdf


COVID-19 Vaccines and Billing



• 24-25 Covid-19 
• Vaccines



• The Bridge Access 
program ended.

• Health departments 
may have COVID-19 
vaccines for staff.



• How to Bill



Questions?



Thank You for Your Time!
Contact the Patient Safety Team

Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC, FAPIC
Patient Safety Manager

Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC, LTC-CIP 
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 
Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org

Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC, CPPS 
Infection Prevention Specialist 

Erica.Umeakunne@AlliantHealth.org

Paula St. Hill, DrPH,MPH, CIC, A-IPC
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Paula.Sthill@allianthealth.org

PatientSafety@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org
mailto:paula.sthill@allianthealth.org
mailto:Patientsafety@AlliantHealth.org




Program Directors

Leighann Sauls 
Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org

Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina and Tennessee

Julie Kueker 
Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org

Alabama, Florida and Louisiana

mailto:Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:JoVonn.Givens@AlliantHealth.org


This material was prepared by Alliant Health Solutions, a Quality Innovation Network – Quality Improvement Organization (QIN – QIO) under contract with the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do 
not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of 
that product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. 12SOW-AHS-QIN-QIO TO1-NH--6413-10/01/24

Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
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