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COVID-19 Epidemiology 
Update















COVID-19 Vaccine Fall 2024 
Recommendations



Deaths From Vaccine-Preventable Illness 

• Deaths due to flu (2023-2024) – 44,900

• Deaths due to COVID-19 (2023) – 75,500



COVID-19 Vaccine 2024- 2025

Everyone ages 6 months and older should receive an updated 
2024-2025 COVID-19 vaccine.

• Pfizer Moderna mRNA – Available now
• Novavax (like Hepatitis)

Effective date – As soon as available



2024-2025 Flu Vaccine Recommendation

Updated 2024-2025 flu vaccines will protect against an H1N1, 
H3N2 and a B/Victoria lineage virus.

ACIP recommends that adults aged ≥65 years preferentially 
receive any of the following higher dose or adjuvanted 
influenza vaccines:

• quadrivalent high-dose inactivated influenza vaccine 
(HD-IIV4)

• quadrivalent recombinant influenza vaccine (RIV4)
• quadrivalent adjuvanted inactivated influenza vaccine 

(aIIV4)





Pneumococcal Vaccine



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.cdc.ncird.pneumorecs&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/pneumorecs-vaxadvisor/id1440647099


COVID-19 Vaccine
Common Questions



The COVID-19 vaccine 
doesn’t work. That is 
why they keep 
changing it. 
FACT: Data shows that COVID-19 
vaccines protect people against 
severe illness, hospitalization and 
death due to COVID-19. Like the flu 
vaccine, scientists work to predict 
what variant of the COVID-19 virus 
will be circulating this season and 
tailor the vaccine to those variants, 
thereby making the vaccine more 
relevant to the current season.



One question I have been frequently asked is: "If I 
receive the 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine in 
July/August 2024, how long should I wait until I can 
receive the 2024-2024 COVID-19 vaccine once it 
becomes available?"

• The CDC does not expect the interval between doses to differ 
from 2023–2024 COVID-19 vaccine recommendations.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#table-02

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#immunocompromised
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#table-02


Our medical director does not want to co-administer the 
COVID-19 vaccine with other vaccines because he will 
not know which vaccine caused the side effects.

• Providers may simultaneously administer COVID-19, 
influenza and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccines to 
eligible patients.

• Simultaneous administration is defined as:
o Administering more than one vaccine on the same clinic day
o At different anatomic sites
o Not combined in the same syringe

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#immunocompromised

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#immunocompromised


My facilities have an outbreak. Should I administer 
vaccines during the outbreak or stop offering the 
vaccine to residents who are not current?

• People with a known or potential SARS-CoV-2 exposure may receive a 
vaccine if they do not have symptoms consistent with COVID-19.

• People with known current SARS-CoV-2 infection should defer any COVID-
19 vaccination until recovery from the acute illness (if symptoms were 
present) and the criteria to discontinue isolation have been met.

• People recently infected with SARS-CoV-2 can delay a COVID-19 vaccine 
three months after symptom onset or a positive test (if the infection was 
asymptomatic).

• Viral testing to assess for acute SARS-CoV-2 infection or serologic testing to 
assess for prior infection is not recommended for the purpose of vaccine 
decision-making.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-interchangeability

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/precautions-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html#ConsiderationsScenarios
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing/antibody-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-interchangeability


I’ve received several 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
over the years and still 
contracted COVID-19. 
Each time, my illness has 
been more severe than 
the previous one, so I 
decided to stop getting 
vaccinated. The COVID-
19 vaccine does not 
seem to be effective for 
me.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalization-network

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalization-network


I know other older individuals contracted COVID-19 and 
had very few symptoms, so I believe I can handle it and 
don't require the vaccine.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographicsovertime

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#demographicsovertime


I don’t want to get the vaccine because it doesn’t work. 
Vaccinated people have still gotten COVID-19.

Effectiveness means lowering risk of severe disease, hospitalization and death. 

Each COVID-19 vaccination lowers the risk of severe illness, hospitalization and 
death for nursing home residents. 

For staff and the general public, the COVID-19 vaccine decreases symptomatic  
COVID-19, hospitalization, and death from COVID-19.



The COVID-19 vaccine makes me feel sicker than I 
already am, and my focus is to avoid getting sick while I 
am trying to complete my rehab.
• The COVID-19 vaccine activates 

the immune system to make 
specific antibodies against new 
variants. The activated immune 
system can have normal effects 
like body aches and fever, and 
local effects that last for about 
two days. 

• These symptoms can and should 
be managed by the health care 
team.  



If you’ve already had COVID-19, you have natural 
immunity and don’t need the updated vaccine

• People who already had COVID-19 and do not stay up to date with 
vaccinations after they recover are more likely to get COVID-19 again 
than those who remain up to date after recovery. 



The number 
of shots 
needed 
keeps 
increasing. 

When will it 
stop?

• ACIP



What Is Up-To-date? 

CDC’s clinical considerations and up to 
date definition

First day of the reporting quarter

NHSN’s surveillance definition of up to 
date for COVID-19 vaccination data 

NHSN



The 2024-2025 updated COVID-19 vaccine ingredients 
are different and more dangerous.

• There is NO CHANGE in the basic ingredients of the COVID-19 vaccine. This 
vaccine has been extensively studied, and millions of people have taken it 
over the past few years. 

• Similar to the past, nearly all the ingredients in the 2024-2025 updated COVID-
19 vaccine are also in many foods – fats, sugars, and salts. They do NOT 
contain preservatives, tissues (like aborted fetal cells), antibiotics, food 
proteins, medicines, latex or metals.



I am a young nurse who works in a nursing home. I do 
not need the vaccine.

Decreased risk of long covid (tiredness, headaches, dizziness, 
muscle and joint pains, difficulty breathing, chest pain, fast 
heartbeat, difficulty thinking, sleep problems, or changes in 
smell or taste. Duration:  weeks, months or years) 

For vulnerable family members: Protect young children and 
older parents/ relatives. 

For residents: Protect residents, especially those with 
diabetes, heart disease etc. and lung disease. 

15 042 nursing homes
Increase in staff vaccination 
rates of 10%, fewer weekly 
COVID-19 cases among 
residents, fewer weekly 

COVID-19 deaths among 
residents, fewer weekly 

COVID-19 cases among staff

Flu- staff vaccination
43% decrease in the 
incidence of ILI, 44% 

decrease in overall mortality 
among facility residents, from 
17% to 10% (OR = 0.6; 95% CI 

= 0.4--0.8)

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9856799/#:~:text=This%20cohort%20study%20of%2015,residents%2C%20and%20fewer%20weekly%20COVID%2D

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8985189/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9856799/#:%7E:text=This%20cohort%20study%20of%2015,residents%2C%20and%20fewer%20weekly%20COVID%2D
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8985189/


I plan to have children, and I heard the COVID-19 vaccination 
could decrease my chance of getting pregnant. 

There is no evidence that any vaccines, including COVID-19 
vaccines, cause fertility problems in women or men. 

COVID-19 increases ICU admission, Vent support, ECMO, 
and death. More in diabetes and obesity. 

Less severe illness in mom

decreased infant hospitalization by 61%

https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/covid-19-vaccination-considerations-for-obstetric-gynecologic-care

https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2020/12/covid-19-vaccination-considerations-for-obstetric-gynecologic-care


NHSN Reporting for Long-Term Care
Facilities: CMS Requirements and 
Respiratory Pathogens Reporting



CMS NHSN Reporting 
Requirements



Current NHSN LTCF Reporting Requirements

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html

NHSN Reporting Requirement NHSN Reporting Deadline
COVID-19/Respiratory Pathogens Pathway Data:
New data should be reported weekly representing
the time since the last report date.
Required Elements:
1. Resident Impact and Facility Capacity
2. Staff and Personnel Impact

Reporting week is Monday through Sunday. Data must
be submitted to NHSN once every reporting week.
Report consistently each week.

COVID-19 Vaccination Data: Cumulative data should
be reported every week for all residents and staff that
were in your facility for the week of data collection.
Required Elements:
1. Residents
2. HCP

Report once every week before Sunday at 11:59 p.m.
(UTC).

Influenza Vaccination Summary for Healthcare 
Personnel: Facilities must report annual HCP influenza 
vaccination summary data through the NHSN 
Healthcare Personnel Safety Component for the 
reporting period of October 1, 2024, through March 31, 
2025.

Report once for influenza season (October 1, 2024 –
March 31, 2025) b by May 15, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. 
(UTC).

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html


CMS Reporting Requirements

Reminder: Facilities can contact CMS with questions 
about reporting requirements

• Weekly reporting requirement questions: 
DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov

• Quality reporting program questions: 
SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov

mailto:DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov


NHSN Respiratory
Pathogens Reporting



Long-Term Care Facility Acute Respiratory Illness
Data Reporting

• CMS proposes replacing the current COVID-19 reporting
standards for LTC facilities that sunset on December 31,
2024.

• Beginning on January 1, 2025, the new standard could
require facilities to electronically report information
about COVID-19, influenza, and respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV).

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/calendar-year-cy-2025

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/calendar-year-cy-2025-home-health-prospective-payment-system-proposed-rule-fact-sheet-cms-1803-p


Is NHSN Reporting Required for Influenza and RSV 
Vaccines for LTCF Residents?

Reporting for Influenza and RSV is optional
• There are no current federal regulations for reporting these

vaccines among this population.
• Reporting is highly encouraged so facilities can access necessary 

data should the proposed rule become final.

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Long-Term Care Facility Home Page

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Complete COVID-19 Vaccine Residents Form

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Influenza and RSV Vaccine Form (Optional)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Reporting Influenza and RSV Vaccinations

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Note About Modifying Previously Entered Data

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Review the Influenza/RSV Tab After Data Change

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Weekly Vaccination Calendar

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


Printable Form for Influenza and RSV

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/optional-reporting-of-influenza-and-rsv-508.pdf


COVID-19/Respiratory Pathogens Module:
Pathway Data Reporting 

• Select “Pathway Data Reporting” from 
the COVID-19/Respiratory Pathogens 
Options

Instructions for Completion of the Weekly Respiratory Pathogens Vaccination Module (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/vax-rpv-ltc-residents-toi-10-2023-508.pdf


COVID-19/Respiratory Pathogens Module:
Pathway Data Reporting 

• Select 
Influenza/RSV 
(optional)

Instructions for Completion of the Weekly Respiratory Pathogens Vaccination Module (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/vax-rpv-ltc-residents-toi-10-2023-508.pdf


COVID-19/Respiratory Pathogens Module:
Pathway Data Reporting 

Resident Impact for Influenza:
• Enter the number of residents with a 

new positive influenza test result since 
the last reporting date.

• Enter the number of residents among 
those who were positive and up-to-
date with influenza vaccination.

• Enter the number of hospitalizations 
with a positive influenza test (not a 
subset of up-to-date).

Instructions for Completion of the Weekly Respiratory Pathogens Vaccination Module (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/vax-rpv-ltc-residents-toi-10-2023-508.pdf


COVID-19/Respiratory Pathogens Module – Pathway 
Data Reporting 

Resident Impact for RSV:
• Enter the number of residents with a 

new positive RSV test result since the 
last reporting date.

• Enter the number of residents among 
those who were positive and were up-
to-date with RSV vaccination.

• Enter the number of hospitalizations 
with a positive RSV test (not a subset of 
up-to-date).

Instructions for Completion of the Weekly Respiratory Pathogens Vaccination Module (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/vax-rpv-ltc-residents-toi-10-2023-508.pdf


Up-To-Date Definitions for Influenza and RSV 

Influenza RSV

Received influenza vaccine 
anytime from when it first became 
available, such as August 2024, for 
the current season (2024-2025), 
through the current reporting 
week. Reporting season ends 
when the next seasonal influenza 
vaccine becomes available.

Received RSV Vaccination 
anytime from when it first became 
available in August 2023.  

2023 COVD-19/RESPIRATORY PATHOGENS VACCINATION PROTOCOL (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/vax-rpv-protocol-ltc-residents-oct-2023-508.pdf


Shop Talk and Shop Talk Shorts YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF


New Shop Talk Shorts

• Shop Talk Short: How to setup mobile soft token

• Shop Talk Short: How to reinstall Entrust soft token on a
new device

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJLFu7gMlO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF-O3pSxFAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BF-O3pSxFAc


Questions?



Thank You for Your Time!
Contact the Patient Safety Team

Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC, FAPIC
Patient Safety Manager

Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC, LTC-CIP 
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 
Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org

Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC, CPPS 
Infection Prevention Specialist 

Erica.Umeakunne@AlliantHealth.org

Paula St. Hill, DrPH,MPH, CIC, A-IPC
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Paula.Sthill@allianthealth.org

patientsafety@alliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org
mailto:paula.sthill@allianthealth.org
mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org




Leighann Sauls 
Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org

Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina and Tennessee

Julie Kueker 
Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org

Alabama, Florida and Louisiana

Program Directors

mailto:Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org


Thank you
Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

This material was prepared by Alliant Health Solutions, a Quality Innovation Network-Quality Improvement Organization (QIN–QIO) under contract with the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily reflect the

official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS.
Publication No. 12SOW-AHS-QIN-QIO TO1-NH TO1-PCH--6242-09/03/24

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
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