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About Alliant Health Solutions



Swati Gaur, MD, MBA, CMD, AGSF
Medical Director of the Year 2022
ASSOCIATE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, RAINMAKERS SOLUTIONS 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, ALLIANT HEALTH SOLUTIONS
SENIOR MEDICAL DIRECTOR, POST-ACUTE CARE, 
NORTHEAST GEORGIA MEDICAL CENTER
• Past chair of an Infection Advisory Committee during the COVID-19 pandemic
• Created and issued guidance to a COVID-19 task force
• National and international speaker on infection prevention and control issues in 

nursing homes
• Board certified in internal medicine, geriatrics, and hospice and
• palliative medicine
• Masters in business administration from Georgia Institute of Technology



Paula St. Hill, DrPH, MPH, CIC, A-IPC
INFECTION PREVENTION TECHNICAL ADVISOR

Dr. St. Hill is a health care professional with a diverse background 
in public health, infection prevention, epidemiology, and 
microbiology. She has over 10 years of health care experience 
and enjoys public health and identifying ways to improve 
health outcomes, specifically those related to healthcare-
associated infections.

Dr. St. Hill enjoys traveling, outdoor activities, 
and spending time with family and friends.

Contact: Paula.StHill@allianthealth.org

mailto:Erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org


Deena Tarver, MBA, BSHA
VACCINE ADVISOR

Deena Tarver is a vaccine advisor with a focus on the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

She has a business background and owned businesses 
before entering the health industry. Her passion for 
serving led her into the health field, where she could 
combine her business background and clinical 
knowledge to better serve others.

Deena enjoys time with her family and hiking with 
her husband and three fur babies. 

Contact: Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org

mailto:Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org


COVID-19 Epidemiology 
Update













https://www.cdc.gov/long-term-care-facilities/media/pdfs/Viral-Respiratory-Pathogens-Toolkit-508.pdf


ACTION: PREPARE for respiratory viruses (e.g., SARS-
CoV-2, influenza, RSV)

 Vaccinate
 Allocate resources
 Monitor and Mask
 Educate
 Ventilate
 Test and Treat



ACTION: RESPOND when a resident or HCP develops 
signs or symptoms of a respiratory viral infection

 Prevent Spread
 TBP immediate
 Resident placement
 Staff PPE
 Staff illness

 Test
 Treatment and Prophylaxis
 Investigate

 Active surveillance of residents and staff



ACTION: CONTROL respiratory virus spread when 
transmission is identified
 Notify the local or state public health department
 Make initial attempts to control limited spread

 Masking
 Surveillance
 testing

 Take additional measures if initial interventions fail
 Cohort staff
 Limit activity and dining
 Modification of visitation
 New admissions



Testing
Symptoms

present

positive negative 

Send PCR repeat rapid 
test in 48 hrs

Repeat 
Rapid

COVID rapid 
test



CDC Updates:
Website Updates and 
NHSN COVID-19 and 

Respiratory 
Pathogens Reporting



The New CDC.GOV is Here!
CDC sent the following via email on May 16, 2024:
• The new site is a direct result of efforts to modernize 

and transform digital communication at CDC
• All URLs have changed or will change throughout the 

remainder of 2024
• Most links will continue to work, and smart redirects will 

automatically direct you from any previous links to 
corresponding new pages

• The CDC will soon share an advanced broken link 
resource to help you map any old links to new links

E-mail from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention <no-reply@emailupdates.cdc.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2024 



CDC Updates Respiratory Virus Dashboards

https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/whats-new/updates-respiratory-virus-dashboards.html

1) The COVID-19 Data Tracker 
• Current hospital data visualizations using NHSN data, including those used to calculate 

COVID-19 County Hospital Admission Levels, have been archived and replaced with 
visualizations that display data that hospitals voluntarily submit to NHSN

2) The Respiratory Virus Data Channel
• Current hospital data visualizations for COVID-19 and flu hospitalizations using NHSN 

data have been archived from the site and replaced with the respective findings from 
COVID-NET and FluSurv-NET

• RSV-NET findings will continue to be displayed on the site

3) Data.cdc.gov
• Datasets that include the historical NHSN data have been archived and remain 

available on data.cdc.gov for public use
• Voluntarily reported NHSN hospital data products that include information on COVID-19

and flu will be made available to provide transparency in continued data collection 
efforts

https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/whats-new/updates-respiratory-virus-dashboards.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#hospitalizations-nhsn
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/snapshot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/research/rsv-net/dashboard.html
https://data.cdc.gov/


CDC Respiratory Virus Recommendations
• Stay up-to-date with vaccinations to protect against serious illness, hospitalization and 

death. This includes flu, COVID-19 and RSV if eligible.
• Practicing good hygiene by covering coughs and sneezes, washing or sanitizing hands 

often, and cleaning frequently touched surfaces.
• Taking steps for cleaner air, such as bringing in more fresh outside air, purifying indoor 

air, or gathering outdoors.

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/index.html


NHSN Reporting Period Q2
• From April 1, 2024 – June 30, 2024

• For this reporting quarter, individuals are considered up-to-date with 
their COVID-19 vaccines for NHSN surveillance if they meet the 
following criteria:

• Individuals aged 65 years and older are up-to-date when they have 
received two doses of the updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine or
one dose of the updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine within the past 
four months 

• Individuals younger than 65 years of age are up-to-date when they 
have received one dose of the updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine

CDC Up To Date Guidance 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Up-To-Date With
COVID-19 Vaccines
Decision Tree

CDC Up To Date

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


NHSN COVID-19 LTCF Reporting Requirements

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html

NHSN Reporting Requirement NHSN Reporting Deadline
COVID-19/Respiratory Pathogens Pathway 
Data Reporting: Each week, new data 
should be reported representing the time 
since the last report date.  
1. Resident Impact and Facility Capacity 

(RIFC)
2. Staff and Personnel Impact 

Reporting week is Monday through Sunday. 
Data must be submitted to NHSN once every 
reporting week. Report consistently each 
week. 

COVID-19 Vaccination Data Reporting: 
Cumulative data should be reported every 
week for all residents and staff that were in 
your facility for the week of data collection.  
1. Residents 
2. HCP 

Report once every week before Sunday at 
11:59 p.m. (UTC). 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html


COVID-19 Vaccination Data Reporting

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/ltc/covidvax/event-qrg-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/ltc/covidvax/event-qrg-508.pdf


RIFC Pathway



Staff and Personnel Impact Pathway



Influenza/RSV: Residents (Optional)
What is considered up-to-date for these vaccines?

• Influenza: Received an influenza vaccine any time from when it first 
became available in September 2023 

• RSV: Received RSV vaccination any time from when it first became 
available in August 2023

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/respiratory-pathogens-vaccination-webinar-sept-2023-508.pdf

Key Terms Document coming soon for both 
Influenza and RSV!

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/respiratory-pathogens-vaccination-webinar-sept-2023-508.pdf


Influenza/RSV Vaccination: Residents 
(Optional)



Influenza/RSV: Residents (Optional)



Influenza/RSV: Residents (Optional)



COVID-19 Vaccine 
Updates



• Outbreaks occur June-September 
and December-February

• Keep residents safe and in place
• Prevent staffing shortages
• Vaccinate now and again when the 

24-25 formulation is available per 
ACIP recommendations

Why Are We Talking 
About the COVID-19 
Vaccine Now?



What Is Available Until 
Fall 24

• Pfizer may be available through your wholesaler or 
pharmacy.

• Moderna will continue to ship directly and have 
vaccines available to wholesalers/distributors until 
the 24-25 vaccine is available

• Novavax is not available until the next fall season.

Having trouble accessing the vaccine, let me know
Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org

mailto:Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org


How To Order
• Moderna can be pre-ordered directly at Modernadirect.com or through 

your medical supply company

• Novavax does not have direct ordering, but you can pre-order through 
your medical supply company or pharmacy

• Pfizer can be ordered directly at primevaccinespfizer.com or through 
your medical supply company or pharmacy

Small ordering requirements available
• Ask about discounts that can be applied to your account
• Ask about reimbursement programs for open or unused vaccines



When working with your local health department or big 
box pharmacy, ask for the most current consent forms.

Using your own consent form?
• Make sure the pharmacy or HD accepts it.
• Make sure the pharmacy or HD accepts verbal 

consent
• Sample consents can be found at immunize.org

Consents



Questions?





Leighann Sauls 
Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org

Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina and Tennessee

Julie Kueker 
Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org

Alabama, Florida and Louisiana

Program Directors

mailto:Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org


Thank you
Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

This material was prepared by Alliant Health Solutions, a Quality Innovation Network–Quality Improvement Organization (QIN–QIO) under contract with the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not

necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that
product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. 12SOW-AHS-QIN-QIO TO1-NH TO1-PCH--5934-06/24/24

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
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