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About Alliant Health Solutions



Swati Gaur, MD, MBA, CMD, AGSF
Medical Director of the Year 2022
ASSOCIATE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, RAINMAKERS SOLUTIONS
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, ALLIANT HEALTH SOLUTIONS   
SENIOR MEDICAL DIRECTOR, POST-ACUTE CARE,
NORTHEAST GEORGIA MEDICAL CENTER
• Past chair of an Infection Advisory Committee during the COVID-19 pandemic
• Created and issued guidance to a COVID-19 task force 
• National and international speaker on infection prevention and control issues in 

nursing homes
• Board certified in internal medicine, geriatrics, and hospice and
• palliative medicine
• Master’s in business administration from Georgia Institute of Technology



Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC
INFECTION PREVENTION SPECIALIST

Erica enjoys reading, traveling, family time and outdoor 
activities.

Erica.Umeakunne@allianthealth.org

Erica is an adult gerontology nurse practitioner and infection 
preventionist with experience in primary care, critical 
care, health care administration and public health.

She was previously the interim hospital epidemiology 
director for a large Atlanta health care system and a nurse 
consultant in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 
(CDC) Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion. At the CDC, 
she served as an infection prevention and control (IPC) subject 
matter expert for domestic and international IPC initiatives and 
emergency responses, including Ebola outbreaks and, most 
recently, the COVID-19 pandemic. 

mailto:Erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org


Deena Tarver, MBA, BSHA
VACCINE ADVISOR

Deena enjoys time with her family and loves hiking with her 
husband and three fur babies.

Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org

Deena Tarver is a vaccine advisor with a focus on the COVID 
vaccine.

She has a business background, having owned her 
own businesses before entering the health industry. Her passion 
for serving led her into the health field, where she could 
combine her business background and clinical knowledge to 
better serve others.

mailto:Deena.Tarver@allianthealth.org


Objectives

• Review the new ACIP guidance on COVID-19 vaccine for 
individuals over 65 years of age

• Review updated NHSN guidance related to COVID-19 
vaccine reporting

• Discuss the recent CMS memo on enhanced barrier 
precautions (EBP) and its implications for nursing facilities



COVID-19 Vaccines



Poll 

Are you aware of the additional COVID-19 vaccine 
recommendations effective at the end of Feb 2024? 

A. Yes
B. No



Poll 

Have you implemented or are you in the process of 
implementing additional vaccine recommendations in your 
nursing facility? 

A. Yes 
B. No 



What Is the Recommendation? 

Existing: ALL  over six months SHOULD receive an 
updated COVID-19 vaccine. 
New added recommendation: Additional dose of 
updated COVID-19 vaccine SHOULD be administered 
four months after the original updated vaccine. 



ACIP Meeting February 28, 2024



ACIP Meeting February 28, 2024



ACIP Meeting February 28, 2024





NHSN Updates



Poll

What is the definition of being up to date?

Old Definition: Received a 2023-2024 Updated COVID-19 vaccine OR received a bivalent 
COVID-19 vaccine within the last two months (prior to 9/12/2023).

New Definition: Individuals aged 65 years and older are up to date when they received two 
doses of the updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine or received one dose of the updated 2023-
2024 COVID-19 vaccine in the past four months.
• Individuals younger than 65 are up to date when they have received one dose of the 

updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine.

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Poll

Does the definition of being up-to-date apply to staff?

Old Definition: Received a 2023-2024 updated COVID-19 vaccine OR received a bivalent COVID-
19 vaccine within the last two months (prior to 9/12/2023).

New Definition: Health care personnel aged 65 and older should only be counted as up to date 
with COVID-19 vaccines if they have received a second dose of the updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 
vaccine or if they received one dose of the updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine in the past four 
months.
• Continue to count healthcare personnel under the age of 65 as up to date if they have 

received one dose of the updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine.

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Updates to LTC Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Data
Reporting

Copied from email from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention no-reply@emailupdates.cdc.gov received 3/15/24

mailto:no-reply@emailupdates.cdc.gov


Updates to LTC Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Data
Reporting

Copied from email from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention no-reply@emailupdates.cdc.gov received 3/15/24

mailto:no-reply@emailupdates.cdc.gov


Pre-Ordering 
Vaccines



Poll

Have you preordered Flu or other vaccines for fall?

A. Yes
B. No, plan to in April
C. No, plan to in May
D. No, plan to in June
E. No, plan to later



Poll

Have you preordered the COVID-19 vaccine?

A. Yes
B. No









Evidence Based 
Precautions 



Poll

Are you aware of the QSO for Enhanced Barrier 
Precaution (EBP)? 

A. Yes 
B. No 



CMS Memo: 
Enhanced Barrier 

Precautions in 
Nursing Homes

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/health-safety-standards/quality-safety-oversight-general-information/policy-memos-
states/enhanced-barrier-precautions-nursing-homes-prevent-spread-multidrug-resistant-organisms-mdros

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/health-safety-standards/quality-safety-oversight-general-information/policy-memos-states/enhanced-barrier-precautions-nursing-homes-prevent-spread-multidrug-resistant-organisms-mdros


Enhanced Barrier Precautions

• Enhanced Barrier Precautions (EBP) are an infection control intervention designed to reduce 
transmission of resistant organisms that employ targeted gown and glove use during high-
contact resident care activities.

• EBP may be indicated (when contact precautions do not otherwise apply) for residents with 
any of the following:

— Wounds or indwelling medical devices, regardless of MDRO colonization status
— Infection or colonization with an MDRO

• Effective implementation of EBP requires staff training on the proper use of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and the availability of PPE and hand hygiene supplies at the point of care.

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/containment/PPE-Nursing-Homes.html

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/containment/PPE-Nursing-Homes.html


Poll

Have you implemented EBP? 

A. Yes, fully
B. Yes, in the process
C. No, will do it now
D. What is EBP? 



Implementation of 
Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) Uses in 
Nursing Homes to 

Prevent the Spread of 
Multi-Drug Resistant 
Organisms (MDROs):

Summary of Personal 
Protective Equipment 
(PPE) Use and Room 

Restriction When Caring 
for Residents in Nursing 

Homes

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/containment/PPE-Nursing-Homes-H.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/containment/PPE-Nursing-Homes-H.pdf




Poll

Would you like more education on EBP?

A. Yes 
B. No 



Questions?





Leighann Sauls 
Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org

Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina and Tennessee 

Julie Kueker
Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org

Alabama, Florida and Louisiana 

Program Directors

mailto:Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org


Thank you
Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

This material was prepared by Alliant Health Solutions, a Quality Innovation Network–Quality Improvement Organization (QIN–QIO) under contract with the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not 

necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that 
product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. 12SOW-AHS-QIN-QIO TO1-NH TO1-PCH--5524-04/01/24

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
https://twitter.com/alliantquality

	Slide Number 1
	About Alliant Health Solutions
	Swati Gaur, MD, MBA, CMD, AGSF�Medical Director of the Year 2022
	Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC
	Deena Tarver, MBA, BSHA
	Objectives
											
	Poll 
	Poll 
	What Is the Recommendation? 
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
											
	Poll
	Poll
	Updates to LTC Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Data Reporting
	Updates to LTC Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Data Reporting
											
	Poll
	Poll
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
											
	Poll
	CMS Memo: Enhanced Barrier Precautions in Nursing Homes
	Enhanced Barrier Precautions
	Poll
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Poll
	Questions?
	Slide Number 35
	Program Directors
	Slide Number 37

