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Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC LTC-CIP
INFECTION PREVENTION TECHNICAL ADVISOR
Donald is a health professional with experience in public 
health epidemiology and infection prevention. For the 
past several years, he was an infection preventionist at the 
hospital - and system-level, where he was part of a task 
force to ensure the safety of caregivers and patients 
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, he 
was a part of and led several projects to reduce hospital-
acquired infections using Lean Six Sigma methodologies. 
He is also trained in ensuring ongoing facility survey 
readiness for regulatory agencies such as the CMS and 
The Joint Commission.

Donald enjoys spending time with family and 
doing outdoor activities.

Contact: Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org


Paula St. Hill, DrPH, MPH, CIC, A-IPC
INFECTION PREVENTION TECHNICAL ADVISOR

Dr. St. HIll is a doctoral student with a diverse background in 
public health, infection prevention, epidemiology and 
microbiology. She has over 10 years of health care 
experience and enjoys public health and identifying ways 
to improve health outcomes, specifically those related to 
healthcare-associated infections.

Dr. St. Hill enjoys spending time with her 
friends and family.

Contact: Paula.StHill@allianthealth.org
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Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC
INFECTION PREVENTION SPECIALIST

Erica Umeakunne is an adult gerontology nurse practitioner
and infection preventionist with experience in primary care,
critical care, health care administration and public health.

She was previously the interim hospital epidemiology
director for a large health care system in Atlanta and a nurse 
consultant in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 
(CDC) Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion. While at the 
CDC, she was an infection prevention and control (IPC) subject 
matter expert for domestic and international IPC initiatives and 
emergency responses, including Ebola outbreaks and the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Erica enjoys reading, traveling, family time 
and outdoor activities.

Contact: Erica.Umeakunne@allianthealth.org
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Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC, FAPIC
PATIENT SAFETY MANAGER
Amy is a registered nurse with a diverse background in 
acute care nursing, microbiology, epidemiology and 
infection control. She is passionate about leading and 
mentoring new and future Infection preventionists in their 
career paths and assisting them in reducing healthcare-
associated infections across the continuum of care.

Amy enjoys spending time with her family. She loves all 
the time she can get outdoors, camping, bicycling, and 
running.

Contact: Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


Objectives
Agenda:

• New Updates/Upcoming NHSN trainings
• NHSN Optional Reporting of Influenza and RSV 

Vaccination for LTC Residents
• NHSN Resources
• Live questions and answers



Upcoming Trainings
LTCF Respiratory Pathogens Module: Updates to 
Resident Data Collection Form and Up-to-Date 
Definition for Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Data 
Reporting of Healthcare Personnel and 
Residents (Initial)
WHEN: Tuesday, September 24

WHERE: Online

TIME: 1 p.m. ET 

REGISTER NOW:
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_iGDEZDj5S1ymG4J9cfiK_A

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_iGDEZDj5S1ymG4J9cfiK_A








2024-2025 Respiratory 
Virus Season Updates



Slides from the CDC webinar hosted on 9/16/24
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https://quality.allianthealth.org/topic/shop-talks/
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Contact the Patient Safety Team

Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC
Patient Safety Manager 

Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC LTC-CIP
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org

Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC 
Infection Prevention Specialist 

Erica.Umeakunne@AlliantHealth.org

Paula St. Hill, DrPH, MPH, CIC, A-IPC
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Paula.Sthill@allianthealth.org

patientsafety@alliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org
mailto:paula.sthill@allianthealth.org
mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


Questions?



Mark Your Calendar!

Visit our website for more info:
https://allianthealthorg.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_u1ROfX8eQXy9Xo72mO6ZA#/registration

Shop Talk
3rd Thursdays at 2 p.m. ET

Registration Link

https://allianthealthorg.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_u1ROfX8eQXy9Xo72mO6ZA#/registration
https://allianthealth-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oF9lHd7kQ96pggtjakEXsw#/registration




Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO
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