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Meet the Team

Presenters:

Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC
Infection Prevention Specialist
Alliant Health Solutions

Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC, LTC-CIP
Infection Prevention Technical Advisor
Alliant Health Solutions
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Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC

Infection Prevention Specialist
Alliant Health Solutions

Erica Umeakunne is an adult gerontology nurse practitioner and infection
preventionist with experience in primary care, critical care, health care
administration and public health.

She was previously the interim hospital epidemiology director for a large
health care system in Atlanta and a nurse consultant in the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention's (CDC) Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion.
While at the CDC, she served as an infection prevention and control (IPC)
subject matter expert for domestic and intfernational IPC initiatives and
emergency responses, including Ebola outbreaks and, most recently, the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Erica enjoys reading, traveling, family time and outdoor activities.

Contact: Erica.Umeakunne@allianthealth.org



mailto:Erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org
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Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC, LTC-CIP

Infection Prevention Technical Advisor
Alliant Health Solutions

Donald is a health professional with experience in public health
epidemiology and infection prevention. For several years, he
worked as an infection preventionist at the hospital- and system-
level, where he was part of a task force to ensure the safety of
caregivers and patients during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
In addition, he was part of and led several projects to reduce
hospital-acquired infections using Lean Six Sigma methodologies.
He is also frained in ensuring ongoing facility survey readiness

for regulatory agencies such as the CMS and The Joint
Commission.

Donald enjoys spending time with family and doing outdoor
activities.

Contact: Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org ‘
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Learning Objectives

« Learners will be updated on COVID-19 epidemiology and
iInfection prevention intferventions.

« Learners will be able to understand risks associated with
improperly managed building water systems.

« Learners will be able to utilize the CDC Guide to Developing
a Water Management Program as a reference for policies,
procedures and the water management program.

« Learners will utilize the resources provided regularly in their IP
practice.
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CDC COVID-192 Data Tracker

Maps, charts, and data provided by CDC, updates Mondays and Thursdays by 8 p.m. ET

Data Update for the United States

Hospitalizations Deaths

Hospital Admissions

Vaccinations
% Due to COVID-19

18,871 2.3%

(August 27 to Septemnber 2, 2023)

Total Updated (Bivalent) Vaccine Doses Distributed

153,471,660

(September 3 to September g, 2023) (through September 13, 2023)

Trend in Hospital Admissions Trend in % COVID-19 Deaths

+8.7% in most recent week +4.5% in most recent week

Aug 4, 2023 Sep 2,2023 Jul 22, 2023 Sep 9, 2023
Total Hospitalizations Total Deaths
6,308,630 1,141,782

CDC | Hospitalization data through: September 2, 2023; Death data through: September 9, 2023; Vaccination data through: September 13, 2023. Posted: September 14, 2023 4:08 PM ET

View Trends >

View Maps >
in Hospitalizations, Deaths, Emergency w of Hospitalizations, Deaths, Emergency
acy -

Department Visits, and Test Positivity Department Visits, and Test Positivity

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-hnome



https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home

COVID-19 hospital admissions levels in U.S. by county
Based on new COVID-19 hospital admissions per 100,000 population

Total Percent % Change
. =20.0 22 0.68% 0.22%
10.0-19.9 230 7.14% 0.4%
. <10.0 2970 92.18% -0.56%

Time Period: New COVID-19 hospital admissions per 100,000 population (7-day total) are calculated using data from the MMWR week (Sun-5at) ending September 2, 2023.

Reported COVID-19 New Hospital Admissions Rate per 100,000 Population in the Past Week, by County - United States
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United States COVID-19 Hospitalizations, Deaths, Emergency Department (ED)
Visits, and Test Positivity by Geographic Area

Maps, charts, and data provided by CDC, updates weekly for the previous MMWR week (Sunday-Saturday) on Thursdays (Deaths, Emergency Department Visits, Test Positivity)
and weekly the following Mondays (Hospitalizations) by 8 pm ET

View Footnotes and Download Data

COVID-19 HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS (PAST % CHANGE IN COVID-19 HOSPITAL COVID-19 HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS PER
WEEK) ADMISSIONS 100,000 (PAST WEEK)
18,871 8.7% 5.68

CDC | Data through: September 2, 2023. Posted: September 14, 2023

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#cases nhew-admissions-rate-county



https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_new-admissions-rate-county
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Change (%) in COVID-12 Mew Hospital Admissions fram Prior Weelk, by County - United States

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#cases new-admissions-percent-
change-county

Territories

% Change in new hospital admissions of confirmed COVID-19 from the prior week

@ substzns 2l Decrease: (< 200w @ Moderate Decreass -19.9% o -10.05) Stab e 0.9 o 9.9 Moderste norease (7000 10 19.9%]

substzntzlincrease (x20.0%) @ nsufficent dats

Cerers nr Lnen Sorama and Preceneks=. SOAOT Lo Traccar krarea, Ge: 05 Sazerme=ond basls= and Burcan Se-dnea OT0 3235 Sasmenizes 15 bepestiese sorke presnsd s sk



https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_new-admissions-percent-change-county
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COVID-19 New Hospital Admissions and Provisional COVID-19 Death Rate per 100,000 Population (Crude), by Week, in Georgia,
Reported to CDC
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#trends_weeklyhospitaladmissions_weeklydeathratecrude_13
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Wastewater Surveillance

Current SARS-CoV-2 virus levels by site,
Georgia
Current Category
virus levels Num. % change in
category sites sites last 7 days
New Site 2 12 0%
0% to19% O 0 N/A**
20% to 5 29 0%
® 39%
Q 40% to 7 41 -13%
59%
60% to 2 12 -71%
79%
80% to 1 6 - 75%
100%
Total sites with current data: 17
Total number of wastewater sampling
sites: 27
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-fracker/#wastewater-surveillance ‘


https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance

ESALLIANT

HEALTH 50LUTIONS

Percent change of SARS-CoV-2 in the last
15 days by site, Georgia
15-day % Category
change Num. % change in
category sites sites last 7 days
® I— 100% 2 22 N/A**
®
-9%%to- 2 22 - 85%
10%
® -9%to0% O 0 - 100%
1% to9% O 0 - 100%
10% to 3 33 50%
99%
100% to 1 11 - 67%
999%
1000% or 1 11 - 50%
more
Total sites with current data: 9
Total number of wastewater sampling
sites: 27
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance ‘


https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance
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Percent of wastewater samples with
detectable SARS-CoV-2 in the last 15 days
by site, Georgia
° o 2 15-day Category
@ ® detection % Num. % change in
'.'l Py . b category sites sites last 7 days
® Non-Detect 0 0 N/A**
1% to019% O 0 N/A**
° ® 20% to 39% O 0 N/A**
40% to 59% O 0 N/A**
60% to 79% 0 0 N/A**
80% to 15 100 -38%
100%
Total sites with current data: 15
Total number of wastewater sampling
sites: 27
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance ‘


https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance
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Weighted and Nowcast Estimates in United States for 2-Week Periods in Nowcast Estimates in United States
5/28/2023 - 9/16/2023 for 9/3/2023 — 9/16/2023
@ Hover over (or tap in mobile) any lineage of interest to see the amount of uncertainty in that lineage's estimate.
USA
Nowcast: Model-based
Weighted Estimates: Vanant proportions based on reponed genomic projected estimates of WHO label Lineage & % Total 95%P|
sequencing results variant proportions
Omicron EG.5 245%  225266%
_ FL.1.5.1 13.7%  9.8-18.7%
100%  c— —— XBB.1.16 102% 86-119% N
p - . XBB.1.16.6 9.9% 8417% N
iy o i v HV.1 8.4% 66-105% N
- i b XBB.2.3 72%  62-85%
© 0% XBB.1.16.1 4.1% 3.4-4.9%
= - ] XBB.1570 3.8% 2.9-4.9% [ |
- XBB.1.16.11 3.0% 2.3-3.8% | . i -
z = o % S8 https://covid.cdc.gov/covid
< o — I XBB 2.5% 2.1-2.9% -
o 0% " @ XBB15 2 904 19-2 B% ] do’ro—’rrccker/#vorlon’r—
g £ - XBB.1.9.1 19% 1622% W proportions
< GE.1 1.7% 1.3-2.3%
i EG.E.1 1.5% 1.0-2.1%
& XBB.1.5.72 1.2% 0.9-1.6% |
£ 40% XBB.1422 0.9% 0.5-1.7%
g XBB.1.92 0.7% 0.6-0.9% [ |
= XBB.1.5.68 0.6% 0.4-0.9%
= XBB.1.5.10 0.6% 0.4-0.7% [
20% XBB.2.28 0.4% 0.2-0.6%
- CH.1.1 0.3% 0.2-0.4% [ |
P — FD 1.1 03%  02.04%
XBB.1.559 0.2% 0.1-0.4%
0% FE.1.1 0.2% 0.1-0.3% [ |
B o o EU.1.1 0_00;2 D.O-[].ﬂg [ |
& & - XBB.1.5.1 0.0% 0.0-0.0% [ ]
= o = BQ.1 0.0% 0.0-0.1% ]
BAZ121 0.0% 0.0-0.0% O
B x5 B.1.1.529 0.0% 0.0-0.0% [ |
5z BAS 0.0% 0.0-0.0%
&< FD.2 0.0% 0.0-0.0% O
Collection date, two-week period ending Other  Other” 0.1% 0.0-0.1% ||



https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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COVID-19 Vaccine Update

FDA approved updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccines for this
fall/winter season. The bivalent vaccines are no longer authorized
as of 9/12/2023.

CDC recommends everyone aged six months and older should
receive the 2023-2024 updated COVID-19 vaccine to protect
against serious illness from COVID-19 and o remain up to date.

Review the updated Interim Clinical Guidance for COVID-19
Vaccines for clinical information and considerations.



https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/p0912-COVID-19-Vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#timing-spacing-interchangeability

IPC Water Management
Program & COVID-19
Implications

| ES ALLIANT|
_‘_ "'T HEALTH SOLUTIOMS
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Legionnaires’ Disease

* A serious type of pneumonia caused by Legionella
bacteria that live in water.

« Legionella can make people sick when they inhale
contaminated water from building water systems
that are not adequately maintained.

Leqgionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.govV) ‘


https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Other Waterborne Pathogens

 Pseudomonas

« Acinetobacter

« Stenofrophomonas

« Non-fuberculous mycobacteria
« Fungi

ICAR Tool for General Infection and Control (IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
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If You Answer YES to Any of These....

1. Is your building a health care tacility where
patients stay overnight, or does your building
house or freat people who have chronic acute
medical problems or weakened immune
systemse

Leqgionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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If You Answer YES to Any of These....

2. Does the buillding primarily house people
older than 65 years (e.g., aretirement home or
assisted-living facilitye)

3. Does the buillding have multiple housing units
and a centralized hot water systeme

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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If You Answer YES to Any of These....

* Then, you should have a water management
program for your facillity’s hot and cold-water
distribution system.

Leqgionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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So Where Do We Starte

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov) ‘



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Elements of a Water Management
Program

Developing and maintaining a water management program is a multi-step, continuous process. The key
steps, listed here, are explained in more detail throughout the toolkit with the associated step number
appearing on the page where the specific step is discussed.

Establish a water
management Describe the building

program team water systems using Ida_ntifjr areas where
text and flow diagrams Legionella could grow

ks Leqgionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

(cdc.gov)

Decide where control
Establish ways to measures should be

intervens when applied and how to
control limits monitor them

are not met

Make sure the
program is running
as designed and Document and
is effective communicate all
the activities

Continuous program review (see below)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Establish a Water Mlanagement
Program Team

Certain skills, described in the diagram below, are needed to develop and implement your water
management program. These skills would typically be provided by a combination of people, some of
whom may have multiple skills (examples shown below).

Ability to oversee
the program

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

Knowledge of the (cdc.gov)
water systems ]

Ability to communicate
regularly about the program

Water
Management

Ability to confirm Program Ability to identify control
program performance Team locations and control limits

Ability to monitor and document Ability to identify and take
program performance corrective actions



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Water Management Team (Nursing Homes)

* Three or more individuals representing:
— Management
— Infection preventionist
— Facllities engineer
— Clinician with expertise in infectious diseases
— Risk and quality management staff
— Conftractors/consultants (e.g., water freatment professionals)
— Microbiologists

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov) ‘


https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Elements of a Water Management
Program

Developing and maintaining a water management program is a multi-step, continuous process. The key
steps, listed here, are explained in more detail throughout the toolkit with the associated step number
appearing on the page where the specific step is discussed.

Establish a water
management Describe the building

program team water systems using Ida_ntifjr areas where
text and flow diagrams Legionella could grow

ks Leqionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

(cdc.gov)

Decide where control
Establish ways to measures should be

intervens when applied and how to
control limits monitor them

are not met

Make sure the
program is running
as designed and Document and
is effective communicate all
the activities

Continuous program review (see below)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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@ Describe Your Building Water Systems
Using a Flow Diagram

EXAMPLE: BUILDING A

In addition to developing a written description of yvour building water systems, you should develop a
process flow diagram. Below is an example of a process flow diagram for Building A. Note that this
diagram does not need to be as detailed as your building plans. In fact, it's bast if the process flow

diagrarm can be understood easily by all members of your tearn.

Mumnicipal Water
4" pipe from Maple St

< -

[ Fire Supprassion ] T

1, Receiving
1
1

{sprinkler system)

T L =
[smksfsmwers] [ Hot Tub ] Pool ] Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

+

Cooaling Decorative
Tower Fountain Floors B-11 Floor 1 Floor 1
Roof Lobby
(cdc.gov)

2, Cold Water
Distribution

Water Heater

Water Haaters Ll
[ #1 & #2: Basement ]‘ LLJ ’[ #3: Basament Kitchen ]

.
Hot Water Storage
Ba=ement

3. Heating

guemm=mm

- i

Sinks! Showears Sinks/ Showers Kitchen Appliances
Floors B-5 Floors 611 B aseament

. |
b—’[ Sanitary Sewer ]‘

Legend: II Backflow Preventer ‘_ WiaterFionw * = = » Recirculating Retunn Flow I: Water Process

4, Hot Water
Distribution
d

5, Waste



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Elements of a Water Management
Program

Developing and maintaining a water management program is a multi-step, continuous process. The key
steps, listed here, are explained in more detail throughout the toolkit with the associated step number
appearing on the page where the specific step is discussed.

Establish a water
management Describe the building

program team water systems using Ida_ntif]r areas where
text and flow diagrams Legionella could grow

and spread Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

(cdc.gov)

Decide where control
Establish ways to measures should be
intervene when applied and how to

control limits monitor them

are not met

Make sure the
program is running
as designed and Document and
is effective communicate all
the activities

Continuous program review (see below)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Where Can Legionella or Waterborne
Pathogens Grow and/or Spreade

 Hof and cold water storage tanks
« Water heaters

e Aerators
e Showerheads and hoses
e Faucefts

* Pipes, valves and fittings

« Misters and humidifiers

* |ce machines

 Decorative fountains or aguariums

 Hydrotherapy/hot tubs

« Infrequently used equipment, including eyewash stations

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov) ‘



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Consider...
« Areas that were shut down/closed due to COVID-19 and are due for
re-opening.

« Patient care areas and other places like dialysis, respiratory therapy,

hydro;rjheropy, dietary, and central supply that could conftribute to the
spread.

* Places where patients can be exposed to contaminated water (ice
machines, heater-cooler units, respiratory therapy equipment).

« Areas where patient care supplies could be contaminated due to
splashing.

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov) ‘


https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Elements of a Water Mlanagement
Program

Developing and maintaining a water management program is a multi-step, continuous process. The key
steps, listed here, are explained in more detail throughout the toolkit with the associated step number
appearing on the page where the specific step is discussed.

Establish a water
management Describe the building

program team water systems using Ida_ntifyr areas where
text and flow diagrams Legionella could grow ) . .
and spread Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

(cdc.gov)

Decide where control

Establish ways to measures should be

intervene when applied and how to
control limits monitor them

are not met

Make sure the
program is running
as designed and Document and
is effective communicate all
the activities

Continuous program review (see below)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Decide How to IViIonitor Your
Control VMIeasures
EXAMPLE: BUILDING A

The diagrarm below shows which types of monitoring could occur at different locations within
Building A's water system to reduce the risk of growth and spread of Legiornalia.

Murmicipal Water
4" pipe from Maple St

[ Fire Suppression ]

[Eprinkler SysieeTi)

1. Receiving
1
)

Ll
4 v -+
Coaling Decorative
Fountain

~ - -+

- H
E"”r'ifi'é“.*‘?“f% [ Floor 1 I | Fioor 1 | Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

| (cdc.gov)

Ll b_ Walter Heater
LI B3 Basement KRchen

l . Hot Water Storage
Basament

2. Cold Water
Distribution
%

3. Heating

+*

- ok
Sinkss Showers Sinkes Showears Kitchen Appliances
Floors B—5 Fioons 6—11 Bz ermsnt
'g l = =

4 Hot Water
Distribution
*
¢

L

Legend: II Backficw Presenies ‘-— WWaterFioa -‘- == s Aecirculating Return Flow :! Water Process

Wiz Check Check W Adoraror ar represantathes fcres close to and S o e cetra?
@' It D sind ecisni Tarmipersne = o oS recomynended. It is nod necessary fo oty
Lewals RonEnr watnr Conaiitions ar aveny .



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Elements of a Water Mlanagement
Program

Developing and maintaining a water management program is a multi-step, continuous process. The key
steps, listed here, are explained in more detail throughout the toolkit with the associated step number
appearing on the page where the specific step is discussed.

Establish a water
management Describe the building

program team water systems using Ida_ntifyr areas where
text and flow diagrams Legionella could grow

sk Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

(cdc.gov)

Decide where control

Establish ways to measures should be

intervene when applied and how to
control limits monitor them

are not met

Make sure the
program is running
as designed and Document and
is effective communicate all
the activities

Continuous program review (see below)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Establish Ways to Intexrvene When
Control Limits Are Not Met

CORRECTIVE ACTION EXAMPLES

Building water systems are dynamic. You should plan for your monitoring results to vary over time and be
prepared to apply corrective actions. Corrective actions are taken in response to systems performing
outside of control limits. The following are examples of corrective actions.

Example 1—Biofilm growth in the decorative fountain

S v

A
r
1. During her weekly inspection of the fountain in the 2. As dictated by her water management program,
first floor lobby, Michelle Patterson notes that the Michelle immediately shuts off the fountain, drains
fountain walls have accumulated a slimy growth. it to the sanitary sewer, and scrubs it with a

detergent recommended by the manufacturer.

®

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021
(cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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&
[

3. She then follows the program’s start up procedure 4. Michelle documents her cbservations and the
to refill the fountain with water and checks the performance of interim cleaning in her log book.
residual disinfectant levels to make sure that they She informs her supervisor.

are within control limits.

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov) ‘



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf

Example 2—Unoccupied floor

The eighth floor of the building is being renovated
and is closed to the public. Jason Hernandez
understands that this may cause a temporary
hazardous condition because water usage will
decrease, which means that stagnation is possible.

L @
|

3. Jason also increases the frequancy of measuring

temperature and chlorine levels on the eighth
floor from weekly to daily for the duration of the
renovation.

After discussing the issue with his supervisor,
Jason counteracts the potential for stagnation by
daily flushing of the sinks and fixtures with hot and
cold water in several rooms including those at the

end of the hall, which are farthest from the vertical
pipe serving that floor (riser).

=
2~
TR

He documents the method and duration of
flushing and records his daily temperature and
chlorine readings in his log book. He reviews his
documentation with his supervisor.

ESALLIANT
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Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Elements of a Water Management
Program

Developing and maintaining a water management program is a multi-step, continuous process. The key
steps, listed here, are explained in more detail throughout the toolkit with the associated step number
appearing on the page where the specific step is discussed.

Establish a water
managemenit Describe the building

program team pvater aysiems using P/ apnndrymadl Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

and spread 1cdc.gov)

Decide where control

Establish ways to measures should be

intervene when applied and how to
control limits monitor them

are not met

Make sure the
program s running
as designed and Document and
is effective communicate all
the activities

Continuous program review (see below)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Questions fo Consider...

* Are we doing what we said we would do?

— Establish procedures initially and ongoing to
confirm that the water management program is
being iImplemented as designed

* Is our program working?
— Environmental testing for Legionello

— Survelllance for healthcare-associated cases

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Elements of a Water Management
Program

Developing and maintaining a water management program is a multi-step, continuous process. The key
steps, listed here, are explained in more detail throughout the toolkit with the associated step number
appearing on the page where the specific step is discussed.

Establish a water
management Describe the building

program team water systems using Idaptifyr areas where
text and flow diagrams Legionella could grow

e Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021

(cdc.gov)

Decide where control
Establish ways to measures should be
intervene when applied and how to

control limits monitor them

are not met

Make sure the
program is running
as designed and Document and
is effective communicate all
the activities

Continuous program review (see below)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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bocumentation

* Your written program should include at least the following:

— Program feam, including names, fitles, contact info and roles on
the team

— Building descripfion, including location, age, uses and occupants
and visitors

— Water system description
— Control measures

— Confirmaftory procedures, including verificafion steps fo show
that the program is being followed as written and validation to
show that the program is effective

— Document collection and tfransport methods and which l[ab will
perform the testing if environmental testing is conducted

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov) ‘


https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Communication

« Share your work/ plan with your occupants,
employees, and colleagues regularly to keep
them informed that you have a plan in place to
keep buillding water systems safe.

« Continually look for opportunities to improve the
management and efficiency of your water
systems.

Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021 (cdc.gov) ‘


https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
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Infection Control Assessment and Response (ICAR) Tool for General Infection
Prevention and Control (IPC) Across Settings

Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide

Water Exposure: This form is intended to aid an ICAR facilitator in the review of a healthcare facility's infection risks posed by water exposures
and related policies (Part A) and guide observations about water exposure risks (Part B). The form is intended for use in acute care facilities,
long-term care facilities, and outpatient healthcare facilities. It is not intended for use in hemodialysis facilities; if conducting an assessment of
a hemodialysis facility, refer to the resources at: Audit Tools and Checklists | Dialysis Safety | CDC

NOTE: This module does not apply to assessment of dental water lines.

Part A. Water Exposure Interview Questions

This interview should include the person in charge of Plant Operations or Facility Management

1. Does your facility have a water management program (WMP) to reduce the growth and transmission of Legionella and other waterborne

pathogens (e.g., Pseudomonas, Acinetobacter, Burkholderia, Elizabethkingia, Stenotrophomonas, nontuberculous mycobacteria, and fungi)? |CAR TOO' for General Infec’rion Oﬂd COHTFO| “PC) ACross Seﬁinqs -
8‘res Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov)

No
O Unknown

O Not Assessed

A water management plan should address additional topics not addressed in this ICAR, including the assessment and assurance of the microbial safety
of water within a facility's premise plumbing. Information regarding water management including tools for developing a WMP to ensure the safety of
patients, staff and visitors is available at Reduce Risk from Water | HAI | CDC and includes the following tools and other resources:

-+ Healthcare Facility Water Management Program Checklist (cdc.gov)

- Water Infection Control Risk Assessment (WICRA) for Healthcare Settings (cdc.gov) which may be performed during the initial development of a
WMP, and which can be used to evaluate water sources, modes of transmission, patient susceptibility, patient exposure and program preparedness.
It may be updated over time and subsequently reused.

+ (CDCToolkit: Developing a Water Management Program to Redwuce Legionella Growth and Spread in Buildings.

NOTE: The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) considers it essential that healthcare facilities have a Water Management Plan, and
provides information at 5C17-30.Legionella_Risks in Healthcare Revised 6-09-17 (cms.gov)

NOTE: CDC guidelines recommend to evaluate possible environmental sources of specimen contamination (e.g., water, laboratory solutions, or reagents}
when microbiologic test results (e.g., cultures) appear to be inconsistent with the given clinical context. For more information, see Box 1 of https://www.
cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/index.html

NOTE: An essential part of a water management plan includes monitoring water coming into the building (e.g., municipal water line).
CDC recommends that healthcare facnlltles deve Iop an ongoing dialogue with their drinking water provider so that they are aware of

oY bbbl le



https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
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Environment of Care

R Ji ‘ i\
|

—_—

Z
’_

« Are patient care items
ocated at least three feet 8
from sinks, oris a splash 3
guard in place to prevent |
items from becoming wet,
INncluding in medication
preparation arease

ICAR Tool for General Infection and Control (IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov) ‘


https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
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Environment of Care

» Daily cleaning and disinfection of countertops
and sinks with EPA-registered disinfectant.

« Are follets in patient/resident rooms in resfrooms
with doors that can be closed when flushed, or
are toilets equipped with flush coverse

* Does the facllity have a policy to routinely flush
all eye wash stations to prevent water stagnation
IN the systemse

ICAR Tool for General Infection and Control (IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
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Environment of Care

« Are ice machines and ice chests routinely
cleaned and protected from
contaminatione
— Are ice scoops stored outside the chest?

— Is a log of preventative maintenance kept?

— Are ice machines flushed before use if
disconnected for a prolonged time?e

ICAR Tool for General Infection and Control (IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf

—ﬁﬁggguh
Environment of Care

* [s shower equipment and surfaces cleaned and
disinfected between each resident?

* [s there a system to help HCP readily identify
clean equipment vs. not clean?

» For hydrotherapy areas:
— Routine cleaning with EPA-registered product
— Monitoring of minimal disinfectant levels

— Avoid patients with draining wounds or fecal
Incontinence

ICAR Tool for General Infection and Control (IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
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Patient Care Activities Using Water

« Clean and disinfec:

" nebulizer with sterile

water rinse betwee
patient use

N freatments for same

— HLD or sterilize between use on different patient
« Use sterile fluid for nebulization

ICAR Tool for General Infection and Control (IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
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Resources

» Legionella Toolkit-Version 1.1-June 24, 2021
(cdc.gov)

 |CAR Tool for General Infection and Conirol
(IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water
Exposure Facllitator Guide (cdc.gov)

ICAR Tool for General Infection and Control (IPC) Across Settings - Module 11: Water Exposure Facilitator Guide (cdc.gov)



https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/downloads/toolkit.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod11-water-exposure-508.pdf
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Questions?
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Alllant Health Solutions Resources

Home Start Here Browse by Topic v Events v Library of Resources v
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MY UNIVERSITY OF
@. GEORGIA

Join us for the Georgia Department of Public Health Strike (& Support) Team Office Hours. These sessions will consist of a
regularly scheduled monthly webinar for skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) as well as SNF medical directors. Office hours are
your opportunity to come and learn, share, vent and more!

Each month we will have updates on infection prevention, clinical protocols and ideas for new tools and resources. This is
your chance is to access subject matter experts on infection control and clinical practice in long term care.

Come prepared to pose your questions to subject matter experts and learn from your peers about their best practices and
their barriers.

Strike & Support Team Office Hours

Office Hours for SNF and MD’s:

« Click here to register — November 18, 2022 at 11 a.m. ET
= Click here to register — December 16, 2022 at 11 a.m. ET

Office Hours for Non-SNF:

« Click here to register — November 18,2022 at 1 p.m. ET
= Click here to register — December 16, 2022 at 1 p.m. ET

Bite Sized Learning:

| Q, Search

Sepsis

HQIC Sepsis Gap Assessment and Actlon Steps

HQIC Sepsis: Spol the Signs Magnel
HQIC Sepsis Provider Engagement

AQ Sepsis-ZoneTool
Recognition and Management of Sevete Sepsls and Septic
Shock

SHOW MORE

Jolning the Alliant Health Solutions NHSN Group
Instructions for Submitting_C. difficile Data Into NHSN

5-Step Enroliment for Long-lerm Care Facllities
CDC'’s Natlonal Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN)
NHSN Enroliment/ LAN Event Presentation

Training

Optlons for Infection Control Tralning in Nursing Homes
Elyer

Infection Control Resources

Home Start Here Browse by Topic v Events v Library of Resources v ‘ Q, Search

Catheter Associated Urinary Tract Infection
Handwash the FROG Way - Badges — English

Handwash the FROG Way - Badges — Spanish

Handwash the FROG Way — Poster — English

Handwash the FROG Way — Poster — Spanish

Frequently Asked Questions — Alcohol Based Hand Rub

(CAUTY)

CAUTI Gap Assessment Tool

Urinary Catheter Quick Observation Tool
CDC-HICPAC Guideline for Prevention of CAUTI 2009
AHRQ Toolkit for Reducing CAUTI In Hospltals

CDC TAP CAUTI Implementation Guide

SHOW MORE

Clostridioides Difficile Infection (C. difficile)

Antibiotic Stewardship

Antiblotic Stewardship Basics

A Fleld Guide to Antiblotic Stewardship In Outpatient
Seltings

Physiclan Commitment Letter

Be Antiblotics Aware

Taking Your Antiblotics

C.difficlle Tralning
Nursing Home Training Sesslons Introduction

Nursing Home C.dlfficlle Infection

SHOW MORE

CcoviD-18

Invest in Trust (AHRQ Resource for CNA COVID-19 Vacclnes)
Nursing Home Statf and Visitor Screening Toolklt — PDF

Nursing Home Statt and Visitor Screening Toolkit - Excel

https://qudlity.allianthealth.org/topic/georgia-department-of-public-health/ https://qudality.allianthealth.org/topic/infection-control/



https://quality.allianthealth.org/topic/infection-control/
https://quality.allianthealth.org/topic/georgia-department-of-public-health/

Thank You for Your Timel
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Contact the AHS Patient Safety Team
Patientsafety@allianthealth.org

Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC
Patfient Safety Manager
Amy Ward@AlliantHealth.org
678.527.3653

Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC

Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention
Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
678.527.3651

Paula St. Hill, MPH, A-IPC

Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention
Paula.StHill@AlliantHealth.org
678.527.3619

Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC
Infection Prevention Specialist
Erica.Umeakunne@AlliantHealth.org



mailto:Patientsafety@allianthealth.org
mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Paula.StHill@AlliantHealth.org
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Thank you!
Consult with the DPH Team! We are here to help!
State Region/Districts Contact Information
North (Rome, Dalton, Gainesville, Athens)
Districts 1-1, 1-2, 2, 10 Sue.bunnell@dph.ga.gov (404-967-0582)
Atlanta Metro (Cc?bb-DougIas, Fulton, Clayton, Teresa.Fox@dph.ga.gov (256-293-9994)
Lawrenceville, DeKalb, LaGrange) Renee.Miller@dph.ga.gov (678-357-4797)
Districts 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 4 ' pA.94.9
Central (Dublin, Macon, Augusta, & Columbus) Theresa.Metro-Lewis@dph.ga.gov (404-967-0589)
Districts 5-1, 5-2, 6,7 Karen.Williams13@dph.ga.gov (404-596-1732)
Southwest (Albany, Valdosta) Connie.Stanfilll@dph.gd.gov (404-596-1940)
Districts 8-1, 8-2
Southeast (Savannah, Waycross) Lynn.Reynolds@dph.ga.gov (804-514-8756)
Districts 9-1, 9-2
Backup/Nights/Weekends Joanna.Wagner@dph.ga.gov (404-430-6316)


mailto:Teresa.Fox@dph.ga.gov%20(404-596-1910)
mailto:Renee.Miller@dph.ga.gov
mailto:theresa.Metro-Lewis@dph.ga.gov%20(404-967-0589);%20karen.williams13@dph.ga.gov%20(404-596-1732
mailto:connie.Stanfill1@dph.ga.gov%20(404-596-1940
mailto:Lynn.Reynolds@dph.ga.gov
mailto:jeanne.negley@dph.ga.gov%20(404-657-2593);%20joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov%20(404-430-6316
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Save the Date

SNF and Medical Directors Office Hours:
October 20, 2023 | 11 a.m. ET

ALF and PCH Y S
October 27,2023 | 11 a.m. ET -




Thanks Again...

« Georgia Department of Public Health
« University of Georgia
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‘ J ‘ . UNIVERSITY OF
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Making Health Care Better
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n @AlliantQlO m Alliant Health Solutions
a@AlliantQIO u AlliantQIO

This material was prepared by Alliant Health Solutions, under contract with the Georgia Department of quality.allianthealth.org
Public Health as made possible through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. GA DPH--4508-09/19/23



http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
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