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Objectives
Agenda:

• COVID-19 updates
• Definition changes for up-to-date COVID-19 

vaccination status
• CMS updates
• Updates to COVID-19 Surveillance Pathways 

and COVID-19 Vaccination Modules
• SAMS and NHSN updates
• Live questions and answers



COVID-19 
Updates



COVID-19 Hospital Admission Rates

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_new-admissions-rate-county

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_new-admissions-rate-county


COVID-19 Hospital Admission Rates

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_new-admissions-rate-county

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_new-admissions-rate-county


COVID-19 Deaths

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-nursing-homes

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-nursing-homes


COVID-19 Deaths

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_percent-covid-deaths

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_percent-covid-deaths


COVID-19 Vaccines (Adults 65+)

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-states-jurisdictions

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-states-jurisdictions


COVID-19 Vaccines (Adults 65+)

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#vaccination-states-jurisdictions

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-states-jurisdictions


Definition Changes 
for Up-to-Date 

COVID-19 
Vaccination Status



Definition for Up-to-Date COVID-19 Vaccination
Status
Beginning on June 26, 2023 (Q3 2023), residents and health 
care personnel are considered up to date with their COVID-19 
vaccinations if they have received an updated (bivalent) 
vaccine(s).

An individual is considered up to date once they received one 
updated bivalent Pfizer-BioNTech or bivalent Moderna COVID-
19 vaccine. This up-to-date definition is the same for all 
individuals, regardless of age and immunocompromised status.

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Up-to-Date vs. Completed Series 
(As of Q3- June 26, 2023)

Up-to-Date: Individual received one updated
bivalent Pfizer-BioNTech or bivalent Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Completed Series: Individual received a two-
dose series of a monovalent COVID-19 vaccine 
OR a single dose of Janssen OR a single dose of 
a bivalent vaccine. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/hps/weekly-covid-vac/faqs.html

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/hps/weekly-covid-vac/faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


CMS Updates 
Related to COVID-19



Staff Vaccination Mandate

• In November 2021, CMS implemented an interim final rule 
requiring staff, including volunteers, in most Medicare- and 
Medicaid-certified settings to complete the primary series of 
COVID-19 vaccination or be granted an approved 
exemption in order to work in or provide services on behalf 
of the certified setting. 

• The final rule withdraws the regulatory provisions set forth on 
November 5, 2021, in the Omnibus COVID-19 Health Care 
Staff Vaccination.

https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2023-11449.pdf

https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2023-11449.pdf


CMS Reporting Requirements for LTCFs
• Facilities can contact CMS with questions about 

reporting requirements and quality reporting:
• Long-term care facilities weekly reporting requirement 

questions: DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov
• Skilled nursing facilities quality reporting

program questions: SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality-initiatives-patient-assessment-instruments/nursinghomequalityinits/skilled-nursing-facility-
quality-reporting-program/snf-quality-reporting-program-qrp-help

mailto:DNH_TriageTeam@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality-initiatives-patient-assessment-instruments/nursinghomequalityinits/skilled-nursing-facility-quality-reporting-program/snf-quality-reporting-program-qrp-help


Updates to COVID-19 
Surveillance Pathways 

and COVID-19 
Vaccination Modules



Form Changes Implementation

NHSN form changes and 
simplification will be 

implemented in 
Quarter 3, June 26, 2023.

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf


COVID-19 Pathway Data Reporting: RIFC

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/rifc-vax-status-508.pdf


Up-to-Date with COVID-19 Vaccines Decision Tree for 
Long-Term Care RIFC Pathway

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 
(cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


COVID-19 Pathway Data Reporting: RIFC 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/ltc/covidvax/Final-Long-term-Care-Weekly-COVID-19-Vac-Form_Updates_LoriHaas_AudreyRobnett_Brown_508c.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/ltc/covidvax/Final-Long-term-Care-Weekly-COVID-19-Vac-Form_Updates_LoriHaas_AudreyRobnett_Brown_508c.pdf


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event
UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event
UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



Screenshots from 6/7/23 NHSN training event



COVID-19 Pathway Data Reporting: Staff and 
Personnel Impact 



COVID-19 Vaccination Module Changes



Changes to Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination:
Resident Form

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696


Current Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination:
Resident Form
Removing (X)
 Primary vaccine series

and booster
dose questions on 
questions 2 and 4

Keeping ()
 Question 1
 Question 3 – 3.3

(modified definition)

 Question 5 (moving to
question 2)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696


Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination:
Revised Resident Form

New Version: After removing Primary Series, and Boosters

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696


Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination:
Revised Resident Form Example



Changes to Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination:
HCP Form

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696


Current Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination:
HCP Form
Removing
 Questions 2.1,

2.2 and 5

Moving
 Up to date from 

question 5 to
question 4

Keeping
 Questions 1,

2, and 3 - 3.3

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696


Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination: 
Revised HCP Form
New Version: Including up-to-date changes and reduction of questions

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html#anchor_21696


Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination:
Revised HCP Form Example



Up-to-Date with COVID-19 Vaccination Modules Decision Tree

For Quarter 3 (June 26, 
2023 – September 24, 
2023)

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Let’s Try a Few Examples!

Tommy Pickles is a nursing home resident who completed his
primary COVID-19 vaccine series in January 2021, an original 
monovalent booster in October 2021, and an updated 
(bivalent) dose on December 25, 2022.

Is he considered up-to-date with COVID-19 
vaccines for Quarter 3, 2023?



Answer
Yes. Tommy is considered up to date for weeks
during Quarter 3, 2023, since he received an
updated (bivalent) vaccine.

Where to document?
Question 2. *Cumulative number of residents in
Question #1 who are up to date with COVID-19
vaccines.

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Example #2

Suzy Sheep is a nursing home resident who completed her
primary vaccine series in March 2021 and received an original
(monovalent) booster dose in October 2021 but declined to
receive an updated (bivalent) dose.

Is she considered up-to-date with COVID-19 
vaccines for Quarter 3, 2023?



Answer

No. Suzy is not considered up to date with COVID-19
vaccines for weeks during Quarter 3, 2023 since she
did not receive the most recent recommended
updated bivalent dose.

Where to document?

3.2. *Offered but declined COVID-19 vaccine

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Example #3

Rebecca Rabbit, a health care worker, did not complete
her primary vaccine series but chose to receive an
updated (bivalent) dose in June 2023.

Is she considered up-to-date with COVID-19 vaccines
for Quarter 3, 2023?



Answer
Yes. She is considered up to date with COVID-19
vaccines for weeks during Quarter 3, 2023, since she
has received the most recent recommended
updated bivalent dose.

Where to document?
2.*Cumulative number of HCP in Question #1 who have
received complete primary series COVID-19 vaccine(s)
at this facility or elsewhere since December 2020 
4.*Cumulative number of HCP in question #1 who are
up to date with COVID-19 vaccines.

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/hps/weekly-covid-vac/faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Example #4

Danny Dog, a health care worker, received partial 
primary series (a single dose of original monovalent 
Pfizer) in June 2021 and is planning on receiving an 
updated (bivalent) dose.

Is he considered up-to-date with COVID-19 vaccines
for Quarter 3, 2023?



Answer
No. Danny is not considered up to date with COVID-19
vaccines for weeks during Quarter 3 of 2023 since he did
not receive the most recent recommended updated
bivalent dose.

Where to document?
3.3 *Unknown/Other COVID-19 vaccination status

– Reminder: partial primary series (formerly question #2.2)
was removed from the HCP form

UpTo Date Guidance Quarter 2 0f 2023 mockup_508 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf


Alliant Health 
and NHSN
Updates



NHSN Update



View COVID-19 Vaccination Summary Data 
Quality

LTC facilities are now able to 
access their data quality reports 
on the NHSN Home Page. Under 

“Action Items”, users should see a 
“View My COVID-19 Vaccination 
Summary DQ” with the date the 
data are valid from. Please click 

this button to view the data 
quality report.



Downloading or Printing the PDF

After viewing the 
pdf, a facility will be 
able to download or 

print their data 
quality report.



COVID-19 Vaccination Summary DQ Report

• All future data quality reports will be stored in the location. To navigate between multiple data 
quality reports, please click the drop-down menu after “Reporting Name” to toggle between 
different reports.

• Please review the reports added to your facility’s alerts screen for the months of January –
March 2023 and reach out to NHSN@CDC.GOV with the subject line “Data Quality Report: 
NHSN Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Module Data - January through March 2023” if you have 
any questions.

mailto:NHSN@CDC.GOV


QA Alerts

How to Resolve Alerts Link

If you have questions regarding 
this guidance or are still unable 

to clear your alerts, please 
contact the NHSN Helpdesk: 

nhsn@cdc.gov

Data Quality Alerts: 
Weekly COVID-19 

Vaccination Modules

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/gen-support/nhsn-alerts.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/dq-alerts-508.pdf


QA Alerts

• NHSN is aware of an issue with another alert you may see on the Alerts screen 
related to COVID-19 vaccination. The QA alert is generating incorrectly for some 
facilities saying that they have reported a primary vaccination rate of less than 
10%. Please disregard these QA alerts, as the alerts are not impacting a facility’s 
ability to enter, update, save, or analyze data. Additionally, please do not edit 
Weekly COVID-19 vaccination Module data from within the QA alerts screen.



NHSN Help Desk

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/about-nhsn/helpdesk.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/about-nhsn/helpdesk.html


NHSN SAMS Access Issues

For SAMS Partner Portal questions, please 
contact the SAMS Help Desk at 
samshelp@cdc.gov or call 1-877-681-2901.

NHSN questions may be directed to 
NHSN@cdc.gov.

mailto:samshelp@cdc.gov
mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov


Alliant Health Solutions Updated Website!



Alliant Health Solutions Website



Alliant Health Solutions Website



Shop Talk and Shop Talk Shorts YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF


Questions?



Thank You for Your Time!
Contact the Patient Safety Team

Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC
Patient Safety Manager 

Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org

Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC 
Infection Prevention Specialist 

Erica.Umeakunne@AlliantHealth.org

Paula St. Hill, MPH, A-IPC
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Paula.Sthill@allianthealth.org

patientsafety@alliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org
mailto:paula.sthill@allianthealth.org
mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


Mark Your Calendar!

Visit our website for more info: 
https://quality.allianthealth.org/topic/shop-talks/

Shop Talk
3rd Thursdays at 2 p.m. ET

Registration Link

https://quality.allianthealth.org/topic/shop-talks/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aLlIWjuURMeVdV7XV5OJEA




Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

This material was prepared by Alliant Health Solutions, a Quality Innovation Network–Quality Improvement Organization (QIN – QIO) under contract 
with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in
this material do not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not
constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. 12SOW-AHS-QIN-QIO TO1-NH--4088-07/14/23

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
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