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Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC
INFECTION PREVENTION TECHNICAL ADVISOR
Donald is a health professional with experience in public 
health epidemiology and infection prevention. For
several years, he worked as an infection preventionist at
the hospital - and system-level, where he was part of a
task force to ensure the safety of caregivers and patients
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, he
was a part of and led several projects to reduce hospital-
acquired infections utilizing Lean Six Sigma
methodologies. He is also trained in ensuring ongoing
facility survey readiness for regulatory agencies such as
the CMS and The Joint Commission.

Donald enjoys spending time with family and 
doing outdoor activities.

Contact: Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org


Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC, FAPIC
PATIENT SAFETY MANAGER
Amy is a registered nurse with a diverse background in 
acute care nursing, microbiology, epidemiology and 
infection control. She is passionate about leading and 
mentoring new and future Infection Preventionists in 
their career paths and assisting them in reducing 
healthcare-associated infections across the continuum 
of care.

Amy enjoys spending time with her family. She loves
being outdoors, camping, bicycling and running.

Contact: Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


Paula St. Hill, MPH, A-IPC
INFECTION PREVENTION TECHNICAL ADVISOR

Paula is a doctoral student with a diverse background in 
public health, infection prevention, epidemiology, and 
microbiology. She has over 10 years of health care 
experience and enjoys public health and identifying ways 
to improve health outcomes, specifically those related to 
healthcare-associated infections.

Paula enjoys spending time with her friends 
and family.

Contact: Paula.StHill@allianthealth.org

mailto:Erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org


Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC
INFECTION PREVENTION SPECIALIST

Erica Umeakunne is an adult-gerontology nurse practitioner
and infection preventionist with experience in primary care,
critical care, health care administration and public health.

She was the interim hospital epidemiology
director for a large health care system in Atlanta and a nurse 
consultant in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 
(CDC) Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion. While at the 
CDC, she served as an Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 
subject matter expert for domestic and international IPC 
initiatives and emergency responses, including Ebola outbreaks 
and, most recently, the COVID-19 pandemic.

Erica enjoys reading, traveling, family time 
and outdoor activities.

Contact: Erica.Umeakunne@allianthealth.org

mailto:Erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org


Objectives

Agenda:

• COVID-19 updates
• Discuss the ending of the COVID-19 public health 

emergency as it relates to NHSN reporting
• Helpful SAMS and NHSN tips
• Live questions and answers



End of Public Health 
Emergency (PHE)



NHSN Reporting: What Now?

• 2020- CMS published an IFC (CMS-5531-IFC) requiring all LTC facilities 
to report COVID-19 information using the NHSN (42 CFR 483(g). This 
requirement was extended through a final rule (CMS-1747-F) and is 
set to terminate on December 31, 2024. This excludes requirements 
at § 483.80(g)(1)(viii)

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/surveycertificationgeninfo/policy-and-memos-
states/guidance-expiration-covid-19-public-health-emergency-phe

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-08/pdf/2020-09608.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-11-09/pdf/2021-23993.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/surveycertificationgeninfo/policy-and-memos-states/guidance-expiration-covid-19-public-health-emergency-phe


NHSN Reporting: What Now?

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/surveycertificationgeninfo/policy-and-memos-
states/guidance-expiration-covid-19-public-health-emergency-phe

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/surveycertificationgeninfo/policy-and-memos-states/guidance-expiration-covid-19-public-health-emergency-phe


NHSN Reporting: What Now?
The COVID-19 Module Surveillance Pathways will undergo updates in 
response to the end of the Public Health Emergency, including: 

• Reducing vaccination elements to include only up-to-date status for 
residents with a positive COVID-19 test 

• Removal of influenza and staffing and supply shortages data fields 
• Removal of deaths in the Staff and Personnel Impact Pathway 
• Removal of the therapeutics pathway
• Addition of a new data field, hospitalizations, in the Resident Impact 

and Facility Capacity Pathway to assess relevant outcome data on 
residents with a positive COVID-19 test



NHSN Reporting: What Now?
• CMS issued an IFC (CMS–3414–IFC) requiring facilities to report the 

COVID-19 vaccination status of residents and staff through NHSN 
(§483.80(g)(1)(viii). Through a subsequent rulemaking on 
November 9, 2021, at CMS-1747-F, the requirement for reporting 
the COVID-19 vaccine status of residents and staff through NHSN 
is permanent and will continue indefinitely unless additional 
regulatory action is taken.

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/surveycertificationgeninfo/policy-and-memos-
states/guidance-expiration-covid-19-public-health-emergency-phe

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-05-13/pdf/2021-10122.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-11-09/pdf/2021-23993.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/surveycertificationgeninfo/policy-and-memos-states/guidance-expiration-covid-19-public-health-emergency-phe


Changes to Emergency 
Use Authorization (EUA) 

Regarding COVID-19 
Vaccines



Changes to Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
Regarding COVID-19 Vaccines

• On April 18, 2023, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
announced changes to its EUA regarding COVID-19 
vaccines. Following this announcement, CDC simplified 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations

• For weekly reporting purposes, the changes above do not 
impact the reporting definitions for the current quarter (data 
reported for Q2 2023, weeks from March 27-June 25, 2023)

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-changes-simplify-use-bivalent-mrna-covid-19-vaccines?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2105-DM104611&ACSTrackingLabel=Update%20on%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Recommendations%20and%20Reporting%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20Data%20through%20NHSN&deliveryName=USCDC_2105-DM104611
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/s0419-covid-vaccines.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2105-DM104611&ACSTrackingLabel=Update%20on%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Recommendations%20and%20Reporting%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20Data%20through%20NHSN&deliveryName=USCDC_2105-DM104611


Changes to Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
Regarding COVID-19 Vaccines
• Facilities should continue to report anyone who previously 

received a primary vaccine series (between Dec 2020 and 
April 18, 2023) in questions 2.1 and 2.2.



Changes to Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
Regarding COVID-19 Vaccines
• For the duration of Q2, do not report anyone who was previously 

unvaccinated and received a single bivalent dose in questions 2.1 
or 2.2. Instead, report these individuals in question 3.3.



Changes to Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
Regarding COVID-19 Vaccines

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-nursing-homes

• Continue to report data to the Resident Impact and Facility 
Capacity pathway for the vaccination status section based on 
the definitions provided for Q2 2023.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-nursing-homes


Current Up-to-Date Definition 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2105-
DM104611&ACSTrackingLabel=Update%20on%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Recommendations%20and%20Reporting%20COVID-
19%20 Vaccination%20Data%20through%20NHSN&deliveryName=USCDC_2105-DM104611 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-508.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2105-DM104611&ACSTrackingLabel=Update%20on%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Recommendations%20and%20Reporting%20COVID-19%20


Examples



Examples



Examples



Upcoming NHSN webinars 
tentatively scheduled: 

June 1, 2023

June 7, 2023

Contact NHSN@cdc.gov
for more information. 

mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov


Ending PHE: Other



Ending PHE: Other

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-nursing-homes

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-nursing-homes


Helpful Tips



Facility Administrator



Facility Administrator



Adding Users



Adding Users



NHSN SAMS Access Issues
SAMS Partner Portal – For questions, contact the SAMS Help Desk at 
samshelp@cdc.gov or call 1-877-681-2901.

NHSN questions may be directed to NHSN@cdc.gov.

mailto:samshelp@cdc.gov


NHSN Help Desk

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/about-nhsn/helpdesk.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/about-nhsn/helpdesk.html


Alliant Health Solutions Updated Website



Alliant Health Solutions Website



Alliant Health Solutions Website



Shop Talk and Shop Talk Shorts YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF


Questions?



Thank You for Your Time!
Contact the Patient Safety Team

Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC
Patient Safety Manager 

Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

Donald Chitanda, MPH, CIC
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org

Erica Umeakunne, MSN, MPH, APRN, CIC 
Infection Prevention Specialist 

Erica.Umeakunne@AlliantHealth.org

Paula St. Hill, MPH, A-IPC
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention 

Paula.Sthill@allianthealth.org

patientsafety@alliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Donald.Chitanda@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:erica.umeakunne@allianthealth.org
mailto:paula.sthill@allianthealth.org
mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


Mark Your Calendar!

Visit our website for more info: 
https://quality.allianthealth.org/topic/shop-talks/

Shop Talk
3rd Thursdays at 2 p.m. ET

Registration Link

https://quality.allianthealth.org/topic/shop-talks/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aLlIWjuURMeVdV7XV5OJEA




Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

This material was prepared by Alliant Health Solutions, a Quality Innovation Network–Quality Improvement Organization (QIN – QIO) under contract with
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this
material do not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute
endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. Publication No. 12SOW-AHS-QIN-QIO TO1-NH TO1-PCH--3750-05/12/23

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
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