
BOOST Education and Office Hours

Novavax:
Game Changer for the 
Unvaccinated



About Alliant Health Solutions

Swati Gaur, MD, MBA, CMD, AGSF
Medical Director, Post Acute Care 
Northeast Georgia Health System

Lisa Davies, CPHQ, LNHA, RD, LD
Quality Improvement Initiative Manager



Agenda

UPDATES ON VACCINES 01

INFORMATION ON NOVAVAX - THE NEW VACCINE02

PREPARE WITH A PROCESS03

WHERE TO GET MORE INFORMATION04



Vaccine Effectiveness (March-June 2022)

SARS-CoV-2 Infection 3 doses mRNA 69%

Hospitalizations 3 doses mRNA 90%---> 84% for 
Omicron

ED Visit 3 doses mRNA 83%

Mechanical Ventilation or Death
3 doses mRNA

94%

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness


Novavax: EAU on July 13, 2022

Game Changer for 
Those with Hesitancy 
Based on mRNA 
Vaccine



Novavax: Basic Facts

• Number of shots: Two doses in the primary series, given 
three to eight weeks apart.

• People who are moderately or severely 
immunocompromised should also receive two doses, given 
three weeks apart (a third primary dose is not currently 
authorized).

• Booster shot: Novavax COVID-19 vaccine is not authorized 
for use as a booster dose.





• Uses the same technology as the pertussis or 
influenza vaccines they already receive routinely

• Good stability at fridge temperature so it can be 
rolled out with the flu vaccine

• It's a more traditional vaccine that uses moth 
cells and tree bark

• Subunit protein vaccine

What Else Do We Need To Know?



Novavax: Efficacy – Subgroup Analysis



Novovax: Efficacy



Novavax: Contraindications 

• Do not administer the Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine, 
Adjuvanted to individuals with a known history of a severe 
allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) to any component of 
the Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine, Adjuvanted (see full EUA 
prescribing information).

https://www.fda.gov/media/159897/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/159897/download


Novavax: Side Effects
• Site pain/tenderness (82.2%), 
• Fatigue/malaise (62.0%), 
• Muscle pain (54.1%), 
• Headache (52.9%), 
• Joint pain (25.4%), 
• Nausea/vomiting (15.6%),
• Injection site redness (7.0%),
• Injection site swelling (6.3%), 
• Fever (6.0%).
• Myocarditis, pericarditis, chills, injection site pruritus, hypersensitivity reactions, and 

lymphadenopathy-related reactions have been reported (RARE) following administration 
of the Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine, Adjuvanted.

https://www.fda.gov/media/159897/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/159897/download


Prepare Your Process
• Access

• Identify if your current pharmacy will be able to supply
• Expected availability and shipping timeline
• The packaging configuration of the vaccine is expected to be 

10-dose vials in cartons of 10 vials each (100 doses total), with 
a minimum order quantity of 100 doses

• Storage
• Storage of unpunctured vials: Store the unpunctured multi-

dose vial in a refrigerator between 36° to 46°F. Do not freeze. 
Protect from light. 

• Storage after the first puncture of the vaccine vial: After the 
first needle puncture, hold the vial between 36° to 77°F.  
Discard the vial six hours after the first puncture.



Prepare Your Process

• Identify Who Is Eligible
• Not approved as a booster
• Review residents/families with refusals
• Review religious exemptions
• Review medical exemptions



Prepare Your Process

• Prepare Education Process
• FDA fact sheet for health care providers
• Create a bulleted fact sheet for frontline staff
• Design process for individualized education



Implement Process

• Design Clinics
• Still requires coordination for optimal use of vials
• Creates a “buzz” for the unvaccinated



Questions?





Leighann Sauls 
Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org

Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina and Tennessee

Julie Kueker
Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org
Alabama, Florida and Louisiana

Program Directors

mailto:Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Julie.Kueker@AlliantHealth.org


Thank you
Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO
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http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
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https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
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