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About Alliant Health Solutions



Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC
INFECTION PREVENTION SPECIALIST

Amy is a registered nurse with a diverse background in 
acute care nursing, microbiology, epidemiology and 
infection control. She is passionate about leading and 
mentoring new and future infection preventionists in 
their career paths and assisting them in reducing health 
care-associated infections across the continuum of care.

Amy enjoys spending time with family. She loves all the time 
she can get outdoors camping, bicycling and running.

Contact: Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


NHSN Updates
A new COVID-19 therapeutic 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) was added 
to the COVID-19 Module 
Therapeutics Pathway on 
February 25, 2022. 
• NHSN COVID-19 Module 
• SVH Event Reporting Tool 

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h5f050d9c,160a9a61,160ecaf8&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM3LURNNzY3ODAmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1OSFNOJTIwQ09WSUQtMTklMjBNb2R1bGUlMjBUaGVyYXBldXRpY3MlMjBQYXRod2F5JTIwJUUyJTgwJTkzJTIwQSUyME5ld2x5JTIwQXZhaWxhYmxlJTIwVGhlcmFwZXV0aWMlMjBhbmQlMjBVcGRhdGVkJTIwUmVzb3VyY2Vz&s=NanWY6U0xEZMbVtk1V-NldHrLZ9-Qt38smISqhws3-0
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h5f050d9c,160a9a61,160ecaf9&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM3LURNNzY3ODAmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1OSFNOJTIwQ09WSUQtMTklMjBNb2R1bGUlMjBUaGVyYXBldXRpY3MlMjBQYXRod2F5JTIwJUUyJTgwJTkzJTIwQSUyME5ld2x5JTIwQXZhaWxhYmxlJTIwVGhlcmFwZXV0aWMlMjBhbmQlMjBVcGRhdGVkJTIwUmVzb3VyY2Vz&s=bprav49M1lkcaR3vR3MNzOr3Np1MYf5p0fIVgx1pU2Q


Vaccine Dose Recommendations –
Immunocompromised People
COVID-19 Vaccination Clinical and Professional Resources | CDC

Primary series 
vaccine

Age group Number of doses in primary series Booster timing

Pfizer 18+ years old 3 doses
• 2nd dose given 21 days after 1st dose
• 3rd dose at least 28 days after 2nd dose

1 booster
• Given at least 3 months after 

3rd dose

Moderna 18+ years old 3 doses 
• 2nd dose given 28 days after 1st dose
• 3rd dose at least 28 days after 2nd dose

1 booster
• Given at least 3 months after 

3rd dose

J&J 18+ years old 2 doses
• 1st dose J&J/Janssen
• 2nd dose Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna (mRNA 

COVID-19 vaccines) given at least 4 weeks (28 
days) after 1st dose

1 booster, either Pfizer-BioNTech 
or Moderna (mRNA COVID-19 
vaccines) in most situations
• given at least 2 months after 

2nd dose

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html


Summary of Interim Clinical Considerations for
Use of COVID-19 Vaccines
Four-page document includes:
• Vaccine recommendations by age group
• Vaccine type (mRNA/adenovirus)
• Dose and dose volume
• Primary series doses
• Additional dose count for immunocompromised
• Booster dose count
• Pre-vaccination counseling
• Interchangeability
• Co-administration with other vaccines
• Contraindications
• Precautions
• Considerations

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/downloads/hcp/Considerations-for-Interpretation-of-SARS-CoV-
2-Antigen-Tests-in-Long-Term-Care-Facilities.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp/Considerations-for-Interpretation-of-SARS-CoV-2-Antigen-Tests-in-Long-Term-Care-Facilities.pdf


New resource available: Resident and 
Staff Infection Prevention Guidelines -
NQIIC (allianthealth.org)

https://quality.allianthealth.org/media_library/resident-and-staff-infection-prevention-guidelines/


New resource available: 
Resident and Staff Infection 
Prevention Guidelines - NQIIC 
(allianthealth.org)

https://quality.allianthealth.org/media_library/resident-and-staff-infection-prevention-guidelines/


Testing Guidance
SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Testing in Long Term Care Facilities | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-antigen-testing.html


Contact Information

Amy Ward MS, BSN, RN, CIC
Infection Prevention Specialist

Alliant Health Solutions

Amy.ward@allianthealth.org

mailto:Stacy.hull@allianthealth.org


Questions?
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CMS 12th

SOW Goals

Behavioral Health 
Outcomes & Opioid 

Misuse

Patient Safety 

Chronic Disease 
Self-Management 

Quality of Care 
Transitions

Nursing Home 
Quality

 Promote opioid best practices
 Decrease high dose opioid prescribing and opioid 

adverse events in all settings
 Increase access to behavioral health services

 Reduce risky medication combinations
 Reduce adverse drug events
 Reduce C. diff in all settings

 Increase performance on ABCS clinical quality measures (i.e., aspirin use, blood pressure 
control, cholesterol management, cardiac rehab)

 Identify patients at high-risk for developing kidney disease & improve outcomes
 Identify patients at high risk for diabetes-related complications & improve outcomes

 Convene community coalitions
 Identify and promote optical care for super utilizers
 Reduce community-based adverse drug events

 Improve the mean total quality score
 Develop national baselines for healthcare related infections in nursing homes
 Reduce emergency department visits and readmissions of short stay residents



Leighann Sauls 
Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org

Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina and Tennessee 

JoVonn Givens 
JoVonn.Givens@AlliantHealth.org
Alabama, Florida and Louisiana 

Program Directors

mailto:Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org
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Making Healthcare Better
Together

Alliant Health Solutions

AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO

@AlliantQIO
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Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or 
HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. 

Publication No. 12SOW-AHSQIN-QIO TO1 - NH TO1 - CC--1645-03/04/22

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w

	Slide Number 1
	About Alliant Health Solutions
	Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC
	NHSN Updates
	Vaccine Dose Recommendations –�Immunocompromised People�COVID-19 Vaccination Clinical and Professional Resources | CDC
	Summary of Interim Clinical Considerations for�Use of COVID-19 Vaccines
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Testing Guidance
	Contact Information
	Questions?
	References
	CMS 12th �SOW Goals
	Program Directors
	Slide Number 15



