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Winter Weather Update 

 
Millions of Americans nationwide are experiencing major winter storms that continue to bring large 
areas of snow, sleet, and freezing rain significantly impacting travel and causing widespread power 
outages. Many remain under winter storm/ice warnings, watches, and advisories. The winter 
weather is increasing energy demands due to the extreme cold and reduced energy generation due 
to natural gas well “freeze-offs”, icing on wind turbines, and heavy cloud coverage reducing solar 
power generation. 
 
Cold Weather Resources: 

• ASPR's Technical Resources, Assistance Center, and Information Exchange offers a 
variety of cold weather resources: 

o Healthcare System Preparedness for Secondary Disasters during COVID-19  
o Utility Failures Topic Collection 
o Natural Disasters Topic Collection 

o Lessons Learned: Extreme Cold 
o Plans, Tools, and Templates: Extreme Cold 

o Healthcare Facility Evacuation / Sheltering Topic Collection 
o Extreme Cold Weather for Alternative Care Sites 

 

https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=3825f6d9283697f02fbdc2e11327a3009fb0472ba3cbe007c234ee81af158ec4dad9294c41189e2550da65e9f9cceaefecba3c7f9a74e5d5
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=3825f6d9283697f0a7014860f2346632aabd9f9780c25628162dba9efb6e0e596561d6a658e25e2aa302e8beab0eea1d1de23a99f4115e4e
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=3825f6d9283697f0f9b2950d45733079715c3a192cb9783c2588c9299afce0456319e47c03975876f0afe9b226f3267e2728e955877458bc
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b46845e1e25175e20fb75a2a7551574cf2d200cadfa145a91c717fdc2c6f3039c011405259d0bbeaa4aba6819a0665aaf80d5
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b4684d0e66acab5a0cddf92678952625296bc124d6464d25a5c31226b57e682d41d384c6117c548c8fee46399bbbe2c7cf658
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b46841b5fddc851ec3a4ebca8a472eff3317d106b90de880ecdd667691842d725c4e52eee866e2288ec1ebf58c3b466ac7257
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b4684b090ebd6182d84cfe58777913c7ab4dc405f0bb1bd114ec1dde2991b3761b75d0bf25d8111c4f9b9ec471cc6bdb9d2f3
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=3825f6d9283697f0325b8fcfb4238578a009532c61ecdac23821bb72770905f9f56104b993a5b4f7d287ebee31447256062ad0347b495245


  

 

Key Updates 
 
Declarations: 

• President Biden approved an Emergency Declaration for Texas, providing assistance in all 
254 Texas counties beginning on February 11, 2021 and continuing.  

Healthcare and Public Health: 

• Multiple hospital facilities in Region 6 are operating on generator power. Additional issues 
such as water pipe breakages and heating issues continue to be reported. 

• As of 0700 ET February 17, 15 states including Texas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma have 
reported COVID-19 vaccination site closures due to the ongoing storms and will reschedule 
appointments once the storms have passed. 

• The HHS emPOWER Map displays the total number of Medicare beneficiaries reliant on 
electricity-dependent durable medical and assistive equipment down to the Zip Code. 
Severe weather and other emergencies, especially those with prolonged power outages, 
can be life threatening for these individuals.  

Energy:   

https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b46842e4533b7366679cdf2232c1df87655140643421a0a1c7af1db6267711d09c5e9665578a3758735a6e325c381e90b05ec
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b4684e3cf3fa7394098cb176d2d29e425daf9ae8a887135c0610678b7b90e41d3beaf987248ff8ba2335d1b90003509d280af


• Power restoration activities continue to take place with approximately 3.2 million Texas 
customers and 45,000 Louisiana customers without power. 

• The Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) has issued an Energy Emergency Alert 
(EEA) level 3 due to electricity demand being very high. Reserves have dropped below 
1,000 MW and are not expected to recover within 30 minutes; as a result, ERCOT has 
ordered transmission companies to reduce demand on the system. 

o 60 generators and associated equipment from FEMA have been requested and are 
staged with priority for generator use in hospitals and nursing homes. 

• The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) reports natural gas processing plant outages have 
caused producers to curtail natural gas production in some regions, especially in Texas.  

• Several refineries across the Gulf Coast have shut down production either due to the cold 
weather directly or due to power outages. 

Water: 

• Abilene, Texas (population of 124,156) issued a boil water notice as water restoration 
efforts continue after a shut off water to all three of its water treatment plants due to power 
outages. 

• Fort Worth, Texas has issued a Boil Water Notice due to multiple power outages and rolling 
blackouts at the Eagle Mountain Water Plant and raw water pumping station.  

o The Boil Water Notice is affecting approximately 212,000 customers in a large 
portion of the north Fort Worth area.   

Transportation: 

• George Bush Intercontinental and William P. Hobby Airfields have re-opened. 

• In Louisiana Baton Rouge Airport re-opened, I-49 remains closed from US-167 to LA-498, 
and I-55 closed from LA-10 to Mississippi State line . 

• Road closure information is available for Louisiana and Texas. 

Shelters:  

• Approximately 76 shelters in Texas are open, serving a total of 1,681 occupants. 

Federal Posture:  

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Federal Emergency Management 
Administration, and DOE personnel and assets are engaged in Region 6 to support 
potential public health or medical needs. 

Requests for Information:  

• Please share any anticipated high level concerns, challenges, or lack of concerns with 
cip@hhs.gov.  

https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b468444f76cb0fbb7ab52a4fcf567f0f2adb18e15d2fdf8a5e754b2f94ad94a44948a030be4615ba5af93f8d746f034785159
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b468444f76cb0fbb7ab52a4fcf567f0f2adb18e15d2fdf8a5e754b2f94ad94a44948a030be4615ba5af93f8d746f034785159
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b46840e35f2b4afb60a197c14ca0fb878f0b091496e9d927c1c0290c93ed2d56efb404f0e61f17d60bd3241fb28f8cb9a2788
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b46849979e1b7128fb2c7592d1daea070a8740e393b2e4b696c2bf9e91ae4762a4d798ad8fa66f01340576543609ed8585442
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=19187169ac7b4684e29ae37e381b1d832d2b073c8e338c0be4860b0e1a51989d86ec73dbb24c54f31ca28fc6edf4efd9174ab61007561317
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259f6aca99c6996a245de0b33615652ea4d46633c4c7de29ae65559b034a36c3103e35b28b14022976cd0d236b1092428c52
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259f149ebdb0d485f5826d3136361fcafc9b03de096b0e55d6e3cbe4a052fd4b1faf216410d7f060aa3cbbd562a996a9d50b


 

Virtual Resources 

  

• Social Media:  

o TX: @TDEM  

o LA: @GOHSEP  

o AR: @AR_Emergencies 

o NM: @NMDHSEM 

o OK: @okem 

• The NBEOC Dashboard  includes additional resources. 

• NOAA provides forecasts, warnings, and maps.  

Comments and Questions 

If you have comments or questions, send an email to CIP@hhs.gov. The CIP team will work to 
answer your inquiries or connect you to the proper entity.  
 

TLP: GREEN information may be distributed without restriction. 
 

Traffic Light Protocol (TLP) Designation: GREEN 
 

  

Did someone forward this to you?  
 

Subscribe to HPH Sector communications. 
Disclaimer: ASPR provides the above sources of information for the convenience of the HPH 

Sector community and is not responsible for the availability or content of the information or tools 
provided, nor does ASPR endorse, warrant or guarantee the products, services or information 

described or offered. It is the responsibility of the user to determine the usefulness and applicability 
of the information provided.  

 

    

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness & 
Response 

200 C Street, SW  
Washington, DC 20024 

   

  

  

 

https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259fd9204cac21f442384ea1e3442587d772d38390fee9665552b8093a825f1152c46974f3ee306228dc2528facf3d2cb23a
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259fb0a8ffa9decf363458217c27f4035fb854abfb50ab6669bf602c6512d5bd1dc1be3c10ce387f4d185e5fa008318041e7
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259fb5fba67943d1f12a6cfd8571e062b11f213adfc43da484c81a5a1528c4349aa70f627c7d87846e22591887127e252a55
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259f58ff8c11442c2ff4c26fde101a548cb7e5dad78d4383934959665edf2e3e2cd710a328418e85348f893bef3b8eb02e61
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259fd206ae97d39fd5373e4b7373009da46d62eb3d019a9b997a785031b893aceebd0e23372c74a72ccf8125175ca177a515
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259fe0606e759cf8250cbcb6b0a19891b6633aebda35febf33d5a482034d54ee61183ade29983c58ffaf3b387527a9e3a111
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259fefb12e7f4733644c1a8f5d62b51adb7a712e79496816381e30303d3489b34183a34026cb2eff3a52f5857675009361d4
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=617ed551b360259f9ca9c83979eb68b81f42a95250458b04bd07c91957f03a8e7a1e3807ad2f533e199db564eedcf2288ad7e889cfd09787
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=ccaccab06c6be0370bb6027532acc3453202735f63f7ff10f6453725e9a49b725794af81afd711df8ca0905ed19d207a2a407aa4a748bbe7
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=ccaccab06c6be037d8aa75607b3c46fe5fe4a52e0bebd3cf9969522862f6797a29ec2d538c29901d1c8be8073a141f611eb3e8f148a295e9
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=ccaccab06c6be037d045a8da8c4a75b75d0c78d298830b362f7aebc7fdecba04a479a9ed36efc482e9a82255a5685e68a3667dd3905d152c
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=ccaccab06c6be0376721af36427fffe008677c1fe6d4b45ae4bd5bc6693d0f4f153ac147d5ad98b6852d090f644db04762ac9d89cd4a1f0f
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=ccaccab06c6be0376721af36427fffe008677c1fe6d4b45ae4bd5bc6693d0f4f153ac147d5ad98b6852d090f644db04762ac9d89cd4a1f0f

