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Housekeeping

• The presentation slide deck is available 
through the link in chat. 

• If you have questions during the 
presentation, please enter them in Chat

• Please let us know of others who would like 
to receive invitations to our future Quickinars

• We would appreciate you completing the 
WebEx survey after the presentation
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About Alliant Quality

• Alliant Quality provides no cost technical 
assistance for MIPS
– Florida, Georgia, South Carolina & North 

Carolina
– Small practices with 15 and fewer clinicians
– Funded by CMS since 2017 to provide MIPS 

technical assistance
• Contact us at - qppsurs@allianthealth.org

mailto:qppsurs@allianthealth.org
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MIPS Technical Assistance

• Examples
– How to apply for a HARP account or hardship 

exceptions
– How to find resources and webinar opportunities
– How to subscribe to the QPP listserv
– How to understand and comment on the proposed 

2021 rule
– Any questions or concerns about MIPS

• How to identify relevant quality measures & improvement 
activities

• How to understand measure specifications
• What documentation to retain in the event of an audit
• How to report MIPS without an EHR
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February 2021 LAN Webinar

Key Insights for Success in MIPS and Lessons 
Learned for Solo and Small Group Practices

Tuesday February 9, 2020 -11am-12pm ET

Thursday February 11, 2020 –4pm-5pm ET

https://events-na13.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/2354040968/en/events/event/shared/default_template_simple/event_landing.html?sco-id=8685712467&_charset_=utf-8
https://events-na13.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/2354040968/en/events/event/shared/default_template_simple/event_landing.html?sco-id=8685762364&_charset_=utf-8
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Upcoming Important Deadlines

February 1, 2021 – Deadline to submit the 2020 Extreme and 
Uncontrollable Hardship Exception application 

March 1, 2021 – Deadline for CMS to receive 2020 claims for the 
Quality performance category.

March 31, 2021 – 2020 MIPS performance year data submission 
window closes
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Introductions

MARIANNE FERLAZZO
Healthcare Quality Specialist

Alliant Quality
Marianne.Ferlazzo@allianthealth.org

919-695-8329

mailto:Mary.Simpson@allianthealth.org
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Agenda

• Using the MIPS 2021 Checklist tool
– Value and strategies
– Review of tool

• Quality Category Measures for 2021
– Example modified measures

• Resources
• Q & A
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Value of Using a Checklist

The MIPS 2021 Checklist is a tool used to help 
clinician practices comply with MIPS 
requirements.

• Comprehensive list of critical tasks
• Developed by MIPS content experts
• User-friendly format
• Records progress
• Prevents missing important steps
• Contains active links



10

Checklist Strategies

• Use for planning & preparation
• Begin using early in the performance year
• Revisit periodically
• Share among MIPS team members
• Retain for your records
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Quality Payment Program (QPP) 2021 MIPS Checklist
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4 Steps to Success
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A. Determine Eligibility
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A. Determine Eligibility 1
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A. Determine Eligibility 2
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A. Determine Eligibility 3
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B. Select Measures and Activities - QUALITY
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B. Select Measures and Activities – QUALITY 1

Make sure your MIPS quality measures are still 
available reviewing the changes for 2021 
including:
• changes to 113 existing MIPS quality 

measures
• removal of 11 quality measures
• and the addition of two new administrative 

claims measures (one of which has a 3-year 
measurement period)
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Modified Quality Measures for 2021

There are a total of 17 quality measures in 
which the ONLY change was that telehealth 
was added to eligible encounters in the 
denominator.

EXAMPLES:
• Melanoma: Continuity of Care – Recall System
• Biopsy Follow-Up
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2021 Modified Quality Measure – Diabetes: 
Hemoglobin A1c (HbA1c) Poor Control (>9%)

Stratified the Performance Not Met numerator option into three:
• Performance Not Met: Most recent hemoglobin A1c (HbA1c) 

level < 7.0%
• Performance Not Met: Most recent hemoglobin A1c (HbA1c) 

level greater than or equal to 7.0% and less than 8.0%
• Performance Not Met: Most recent hemoglobin A1c (HbA1c) 

level greater than or equal to 8.0% and less than or equal to 9.0%
Updated numerator instructions: For the MIPS CQM Specifications 
and Medicare Part B Claims Measure Specifications collection type: 
Added: Do not include HbA1c levels reported by the patient. 
Added: Only patients with a diagnosis of Type 1 or Type 2 diabetes 
should be included in the denominator of this measure; patients 
with a diagnosis of secondary diabetes due to another condition 
should not be included.
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B. Select Measures and Activities – PROMOTHING 
INTEROPERABILITY (PI)
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B. Select Measures and Activities – IMPROVEMENT 
ACTIVITIES
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C. Collect Data
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D. Report Data
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Retain & Organize all MIPS Documents 
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Alliant Quality QPP Page

https://www.alliantquality.org/topic/quality-payment-program/

https://www.alliantquality.org/topic/quality-payment-program/
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Contact Alliant Quality for No-cost Technical Assistance

E-mail - qppsurs@allianthealth.org

Marianne Ferlazzo
Marianne.Ferlazzo@allianthealth.org

919-695-8329

Mary Simpson
Mary.Simpson@allianthealth.org

678-527-3476

mailto:qppsurs@allianthealth.org
mailto:Marianne.Ferlazzo@allianthealth.org
mailto:Mary.Simpson@allianthealth.org


Questions?

E-mail - qppsurs@allianthealth.org

mailto:qppsurs@allianthealth.org


Alliant Quality

Alliant Quality@AlliantQuality

@AlliantQualityOrg

Thank you for spending 
time with us today!

Find us on Social Media!

Please Join us Again
Every 4th Tuesday of the Month

12pm ET/ 1pm CT
February 23, 2021

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
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