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Housekeeping

• The presentation slide deck is available 
through the link in chat. 

• If you have questions during the 
presentation, please enter them in Chat

• Please let us know of others who would like 
to receive invitations to our future Quickinars

• We would appreciate you completing the 
WebEx survey after the presentation



3

About Alliant Quality

• Alliant Quality provides no cost technical 
assistance for MIPS
– Florida, Georgia, South Carolina & North 

Carolina
– Small practices with 15 and fewer clinicians
– Funded by CMS since 2017 to provide MIPS 

technical assistance
• Contact us at - qppsurs@allianthealth.org

mailto:qppsurs@allianthealth.org
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MIPS Technical Assistance

• Examples
– How to apply for a HARP account or hardship 

exceptions
– How to find resources and webinar opportunities
– How to subscribe to the QPP listserv
– How to understand and comment on the proposed 

2021 rule
– Any questions or concerns about MIPS

• How to identify relevant quality measures & improvement 
activities

• How to understand measure specifications
• What documentation to retain in the event of an audit
• How to report MIPS without an EHR



5

Deadlines

The deadline for CMS to receive 2020 claims for the 
Quality Performance category is March 1, 2021.

The deadline to submit data for MIPS 2020 is March 31, 2021
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Mary Simpson
Healthcare Quality 

Specialist

Prior to the COVID-
19 pandemic Mary 
enjoyed singing in 
her church choir. 
She still enjoys 
reading in her 
spare time.  She 
especially loves 
raising & showing 
Weimaraner dogs.

Mary’s career in healthcare began over 
30 years ago when she worked at a 
mammography center providing education 
to women. She managed the billing for 
several hospital-owned entities, 
mammography centers, labs, and rehab 
facilities. She also managed two physician 
offices before working in information 
technology for over 19 years as an educator. 
During this time she also worked as an 
implementation specialist for multiple 
practice management and electronic health 
record installations. Working at Alliant allows 
her to combine all her areas of expertise to 
work with an organization for quality 
improvement.

Mary.Simpson@allianthealth.org
678-527-3476

mailto:Mary.Simpson@allianthealth.org
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Polling Question 1

How well did your practice or physicians score 
in 2019 on Promoting Interoperability?

A. 20 – 25 points
B. 15 – 20 points
C. Less than 15 points
D. I don’t know
E.  We took the PI Hardship Exception
F.   Not applicable
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Polling Question 2

How well do you know the ONC 21st Century 
Cures Act Final Rule?

A. Very Well
B. I have some knowledge but would like     

more information
C. I am not familiar and need help
D.  Not interested
E.  Not applicable
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Polling Question 3

Do you or your practice participate in a 
bidirectional Health Information Exchange?

A. Yes
B.  No
C. Not sure
D. NA
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Agenda

2021 Promoting Interoperability
• What’s the same for 2021

• Scoring
• Performance Period
• 2015 CEHRT
• 4 Objectives of Promoting Interoperability
• Eligible Clinician Type Reweighting

• What’s New for 2021
• New Optional Measure for HIE
• Updated Measure Name
• Bonus Points for Query of PDMP
• 21st Century Cures Act and combination of 21st Century 

Cures and 2015 CEHRT
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What’s the Same for PI in 2021?

• Promoting Interoperability is 25 points of the 
MIPS Final Score

• PI Performance period is a continuous 90 days 
minimum

• 2015 Edition CEHRT
• Eligible Clinician Type Reweighting applies 
• The 4 Objectives of Promoting Interoperability 

remain the same : e-Prescribing, Health 
Information Exchange, Provider to Patient 
Exchange and Public Health and Clinical Data 
Exchange 
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What’s the Same for PI in 2021? 1
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What’s New for 2021 in PI?

• A measure name change for the Support 
Electronic Referral Loops by Receiving and 
Incorporating Health Information 

• A new optional measure in the Health 
Information Exchange Objective

• Doubling Bonus Points for the Query to 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program 
measure

• Updated CEHRT requirements due to the 21st

Century Cures ACT Final Rule
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Measure  Name Change

The measure, Supporting Referral Loops by 
Receiving and Incorporating Health 
Information, has changed to “Supporting 
Referral Loops by Receiving and Reconciling 
Health Information”.
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New Optional Measure in Health Information Exchange
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Query of Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

• This bonus measure is now worth 10 points
• Attest “Yes” to conducting a query of a 

PDMP for at least one Schedule II opioid 
electronically prescribed using CEHRT to 
earn the bonus points.
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CEHRT Requirements for Promoting Interoperability

• MIPS eligible clinicians may use:
• Technology certified to the existing 2015 Edition 
certification criteria,
• Technology certified to the 2015 Edition Cures 
Update certification criteria, or
• A combination of both to collect and report their 
Promoting Interoperability data and eCQMs for 
the Quality performance category

These CEHRT requirements are valid for Calendar Years 
2020, 2021 and 2022
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 1
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 2
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 3
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 4
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 5
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 6
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 7
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 8
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 9
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ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 10



29

Resources

• 2021 Promoting Interoperability Quick Start Guide –
https://qpp-cm-prod-
content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1297/2021%20MIPS%20Promoting%20Inter
operability%20Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf  

• 2021 Final Rule – https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-
26815.pdf

• ONC 21st Century Final Rule -
https://www.healthit.gov/curesrule/final-rule-policy/2015-edition-cures-update

https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1297/2021%20MIPS%20Promoting%20Interoperability%20Quick%20Start%20Guide.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-26815.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/curesrule/final-rule-policy/2015-edition-cures-update
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Alliant Quality QPP Page

https://www.alliantquality.org/topic/quality-payment-program/

https://www.alliantquality.org/topic/quality-payment-program/
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Contact Alliant Quality for No-cost Technical Assistance

E-mail - qppsurs@allianthealth.org

Marianne Ferlazzo
Marianne.Ferlazzo@allianthealth.org

919-695-8329

Mary Simpson
Mary.Simpson@allianthealth.org

678-527-3476

mailto:qppsurs@allianthealth.org
mailto:Marianne.Ferlazzo@allianthealth.org
mailto:Mary.Simpson@allianthealth.org


Questions?

E-mail - qppsurs@allianthealth.org

mailto:qppsurs@allianthealth.org


Alliant Quality

Alliant Quality@AlliantQuality

@AlliantQualityOrg

Thank you for spending 
time with us today!

Find us on Social Media!

Please Join us Again
Every 4th Tuesday of the Month

12pm ET/ 1pm CT

 

March 23, 2021

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w

	What’s new for 2021 in Promoting Interoperability? 

	Housekeeping
	About Alliant Quality
	MIPS Technical Assistance
	Deadlines
	Mary Simpson
	Polling Question 1
	Polling Question 2
	Polling Question 3
	Agenda
	What’s the Same for PI in 2021?
	What’s the Same for PI in 2021? 1 
	What’s New for 2021 in PI?
	Measure  Name Change
	New Optional Measure in Health Information Exchange
	Query of Prescription Drug Monitoring Program
	CEHRT Requirements for Promoting Interoperability
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 1
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 2
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 3
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 4
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 5
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 6
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 7
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 8
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 9
	ONC 21st Century Cures Act Final Rule 10
	Resources
	Alliant Quality QPP Page
	Contact Alliant Quality for No-cost Technical Assistance
	Questions
	Closing Slide



