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Disclaimer
• I do not work for NHSN, SAMS, CDC, or CMS.
• I am the technical advisor for infection 

prevention for Alliant Quality, the QIO for 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, North Carolina and Tennessee 
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Topics: 

 November 23rd Updates 
 Understanding case definitions
 Data Quality Tips
 Confer Rights to Alliant Quality
 Q & A/ Office Hours /FAQs
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Ground Rules
• Please chat to Technical Support if you are 

having issues with WebEx.
• Put questions in Q & A, not chat.
• Contact either Amy or me after the Webex 

for one-on-one assistance at 
Marilee.Johnson@AlliantHealth.org or 
Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org

mailto:Marilee.Johnson@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org


Skilled Nursing Facilities, Confirmed Resident Cases per 1,000
Resident-Weeks, by CCN, Inferred Data

November 2-December 7

11/02/2020 11/23/2020 12/07/2020

Inferred Data:
For the purpose of best epidemiological understanding, data that fail quality checks or appear inconsistent with surveillance protocols are assigned a
value based on their patterns of data-entry or excluded from analysis.



   

https://www.ahcancal.org/Data-and-Research/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.ahcancal.org/Data-and-Research/Pages/default.aspx
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https://www.alliantquality.org/

https://www.alliantquality.org/
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Shop Talk Shorts YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXWmxni-xNHspWHhLlIrqcLGlzXZPljlF
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Keeping Up with NHSN

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html
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Reporting Pathway Updates- Nov. 23rd 

Resident Impact and Facility Capacity
• COVID-19 Resident Impact and Facility Capacity 

Pathway Form (57.144) 
• Table of Instructions (57.144)
• Staff and Personnel Impact
• COVID-19 Staff and Personnel Impact Pathway Form 

(57.145) 
• Table of Instructions (57.145)
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/57.144-res-blank-p.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/57.144-toi-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/57.145-staff-blank-p.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/57.145-toi-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/covid19/index.html
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Read The Forms Carefully
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Modification Details
1. Suspected removed as a data field and no longer a reporting option. 
2. Confirmed data field name changed to Positive Tests. Variable name change only. 

– Must continue to report newly positive SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) viral test result 
from an antigen or PCR test performed regardless of test results from additional 
viral testing. 

– Pathway reporting is required even if reporting point-of-care test results to 
NHSN (POCT positive results are reported in 2 places)

3. Test Type added as a sub-set of Positive Tests. To capture COVID-19 viral test 
method(s) used. 

4. Re-Infections added as a sub-set of Positive Tests. Defined as a new positive 
COVID-19 viral test result performed more than 90 days after an initial COVID-19 
infection. Symptomatic added to capture the number of reported Re-Infections
with signs and/or symptoms consistent with COVID-19 and positive viral test

5. Asymptomatic added to capture the number of reported Re-Infections without 
signs and positive viral test
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Modification (Math Refresher)
6. Test Type must total to equal the number of reported Positive Tests
7. Symptomatic + Asymptomatic must total to equal the number of 

reported Re-Infections
– Add 0 if the count is zero
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More Modifications

Non-COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) Respiratory Illness
8. INFLUENZA: Number of Residents with new influenza (flu). 

Include lab positive only
9. RESPIRATORY ILLNESS: Number of Residents with new onset of 

respiratory illness symptoms, excluding positive lab tests 
COVID-19 and/or influenza (flu). Examples new cough, 
congestion, decrease in oxygen saturation. 

Co-Infections
10. INFLUENZA and COVID-19: Number of residents with a 

confirmed co-infection with influenza (flu) and SARS-CoV-2 
(COVID-19). Positive lab tests.
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POC/ Non-POC Counts
Pre-Nov 23rd…The 
old days..

Revised-Nov 
23rd
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COVID-19 is Now a Subset Total Deaths



Data Quality 
Assurance 

Review
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Review Your NHSN Data Each Week and 
Compare to CMS Website
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Weekly Data Entries are Missing

NHSN Data  on CMS website as of Nov 29, 2020

https://data.cms.gov/Special-Programs-Initiatives-COVID-19-Nursing-Home/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Dataset/s2uc-8wxp/data
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Did Your Data Pass QA on data.cms.gov? 
State Unique facilities# 

Not Passing QA >1
week

Florida 224/688
Georgia 31/280
Louisiana 97/277
Alabama 84/ 228
North 
Carolina

124/424

Kentucky 82/273
Tennessee 79/316

Verify your data in NHSN, then email to 
NH_COVID_Data@cms.hhs.gov and 
nhsn@cdc.gov and request your flags to be 
removed.

Instructions:
https://www.alliantquality.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/October-
ShopTalk_12SOW-AHSQIN-QIO-TO1NH-20-
345_508.pdf

Thru Week ending 11/29/20 CMS website: https://data.cms.gov/Special-
Programs-Initiatives-COVID-19-Nursing-Home/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-
Dataset/s2uc-8wxp/data

mailto:NH_COVID_Data@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov
https://www.alliantquality.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/October-ShopTalk_12SOW-AHSQIN-QIO-TO1NH-20-345_508.pdf
https://data.cms.gov/Special-Programs-Initiatives-COVID-19-Nursing-Home/COVID-19-Nursing-Home-Dataset/s2uc-8wxp/data
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Check Your Data

Confirmed Resident Cases Confirmed Staff Cases
Potential Outbreak 

Alerts

Potential 
Data 

Quality 
Issues
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• 2 or more in 
a row > 10

• 2 of the 
same 
numbers 
entered 
sequentially
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Data Quality in NHSN

1. Download your data each week in NHSN to 
double check for errors

2. 2 data submissions in a row >10 [20,15]
3. 3 data submissions that are consecutive or 

sequential [2,2,2][1,2,3,] 
TIP: Data is uploaded to the CMS website on Sunday 
night….and available to view 11 days later on Thursday.



Refresher & Recap
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When-What-Where Do I Report?

Daily Entry 
Pathways – At 
least weekly 
mandate

POCT- within 
24 hours
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What Rights Do I Have? 
1

2

3

4
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Data Submission Clarification 
~Data on Each Day

Table of Instructions 57.144

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/57.144-toi-508.pdf
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Daily Counts
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Daily Calendar
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CSV File to Track Your Data
• Resident Impact and Facility Capacity 

Template – November 23, 2020
• Staff and Personnel Impact Template –

November 23, 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/res-gp-sgp.csv
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/staff-gp-sgp.csv
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SAMS Level 3 Invite Message



Join Alliant 
Quality’s Group in 

NHSN
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Join & Confer Rights to Alliant Quality
Group Name: Alliant Quality-LTC
Group ID: 83378      Joining Password: Alliant20!

https://www.alliantquality.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/TO1_NHSNGroups_12SOW-AHSQIN-QIO-TO1NH-
20-391_508.pdf

https://www.alliantquality.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/TO1_NHSNGroups_12SOW-AHSQIN-QIO-TO1NH-20-391_508.pdf
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Have You Completed the CMS Targeted 
COVID-19 Training?

https://qsep.cms.gov/welcome.aspx

https://qsep.cms.gov/welcome.aspx
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New Hand Hygiene Poster & Badge

https://www.alliantquality.org/topic/hand-hygiene/

https://www.alliantquality.org/topic/hand-hygiene/


35

Mark Your Calendar 2
New NHSN Module Training

Topic: New Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Data 
Reporting for Long-term Care Facilities

Date: Dec 22, 2020
Time: 1:30 – 2:30 PM EST

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_MUd

g4fyyTACFSXjt9gOeTw

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_MUdg4fyyTACFSXjt9gOeTw
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Mark Your Calendar!  2

Shop Talk 3rd Thursdays at 2pm ET:
January 21st 2020: https://bit.ly/3oTETiW

February 18th 2020: https://bit.ly/37n28vT

Visit our website for More info:
https://www.alliantquality.org/shop-talks/

https://bit.ly/3oTETiW
https://bit.ly/37n28vT
https://www.alliantquality.org/shop-talks/


Special Guest
We invite you to stay on the WebEx for a question-

and-answer session.  Please submit your questions into 
the Q & A box.



Angela Anttila
PhD, MSN, NPC, CIC

Nurse Epidemiologist
CACI, subcontractor to Leidos/Contractor 
for the National Healthcare Safety Network 

(NHSN)
Surveillance Branch

Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion
National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic 

Infectious Diseases
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Questions?

• Please put 
your questions 
into the Q & A.
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Thank You for Your Time!
Contact the Patient Safety Team

Marilee H. Johnson, MBA, MT (ASCP)
Technical Advisor, Infection Prevention
Marilee.Johnson@AlliantHealth.org|919.695.8331

Amy Ward, MS, BSN, RN, CIC 
Infection Prevention Specialist
Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org | 678.527.3653

Melody Brown, MSM
Aim Manager, Patient Safety
Melody.Brown@AlliantHealth.org |678.527.3466 

mailto:Marilee.Johnson@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Amy.Ward@AlliantHealth.org
mailto:Melody.Brown@AlliantHealth.org


Alliant Quality

Alliant Quality@AlliantQuality

@AlliantQualityOrg

    

This material was prepared by Alliant Quality, the quality improvement group of Alliant 
Health Solutions (AHS), the Medicare Quality Innovation Network - Quality Improvement 
Organization for Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee, under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an 
agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The contents presented do 
not necessarily reflect CMS policy. Publication No. 12SOW-AHSQIN-QIO-TO1NH-20-414

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
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