
COVID-19 in LTCF: 
Keeping it out & keeping it together 

May 19th 2pm ET/ 1pm CT

Welcome!
• All lines are muted, so please ask your 

questions in chat
• For technical issues, chat to the ‘Technical 

Support’ Panelist 
• Please actively participate in the poll that will 

pop up on the lower righthand side of your 
screen at the end of the presentation

We will get started shortly!
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Objectives
• By the end of this session, you will be able to:

– The learner will be able to describe methods for 
DPH LTCF outreach

– The learner will be able to describe additional 
COVID-19 resources which can enhance infection 
prevention efforts. 
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Personal Connections

 

• What is your role at your facility?



JoAnna M. Wagner, RN, BSN, BHSA
NURSE EPIDEMIOLOGIST/LEAD INFECTION PREVENTIONIST
HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATED INFECTION SURVEILLANCE

JoAnna is currently employed with the Georgia 
Department of Public Health as a Nurse 
Epidemiologist/Lead Infection Preventionist for the 
Acute Disease and Epidemiology Section Healthcare 
Associated Infections Team.  She works with all types 
of healthcare settings on infection prevention 
related to multi-drug resistant organisms (response 
and containment) and more recently COVID-19 
response for Long Term Care Facilities.  

Contact:
Joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov

mailto:Joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov


Jeanne Negley, MBA
HAI SURVEILLANCE DIRECTOR 
ACUTE DISEASE EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Jeanne is the state lead for the Healthcare 
Associated Infections program in Georgia. In 
this capacity, she directs work related to 
infection control and response for device-
associated, drug-resistant pathogens and 
COVID19 in a variety of healthcare settings.

Contact:
Jeanne.Negley@dph.ga.gov

mailto:Jeanne.Negley@dph.ga.gov
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Department of Public 
Health (DPH) LTCF activities

• Infection Control Assessment 
and Readiness Surveys
– LTCF with no identified COVID-1

• Infection Prevention and Control Response Surveys
– LTCF with COVID-19 staff or residents
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Communications

• Letter from Commissioner Toomey

• Transfer communication
– https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/toolkits/Interfacilit

y-IC-Transfer-Form-508.pdf

• LTCF ABHR Memo and FAQ- coming soon

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/toolkits/Interfacility-IC-Transfer-Form-508.pdf
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Recent CDC releases
• LTCF Mini webinars

– Sparkling Surfaces - https://youtu.be/t7OH8ORr5Ig
– Clean Hands - https://youtu.be/xmYMUly7qiE
– Closely Monitor Residents - https://youtu.be/1ZbT1Njv6xA
– Keep COVID-19 Out! https://youtu.be/7srwrF9MGdw
– PPE Lessons - https://youtu.be/YYTATw9yav4

• Creating a COVID-19 unit:  Responding to Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in Nursing Homes

• Testing for Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Nursing Homes

https://youtu.be/t7OH8ORr5Ig
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/xmYMUly7qiE&data=02|01|joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov|0a32ebab9a1e4bc1214408d7ebb8c7de|512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516|0|0|637237051163697955&sdata=afTzFxBu1/FTBY/uY5FHWtkcd%2B9cLXLTUIULEHkOmuE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/1ZbT1Njv6xA&data=02|01|joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov|0a32ebab9a1e4bc1214408d7ebb8c7de|512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516|0|0|637237051163707950&sdata=Oove2hXs9kCzK3I34v63aqCxps/QT/hhq2NpPDClf68%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/7srwrF9MGdw&data=02|01|joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov|0a32ebab9a1e4bc1214408d7ebb8c7de|512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516|0|0|637237051163717945&sdata=mnD0h32TsKnHQCM8y4FLwFCyGorncePwjoZ2uXTu%2BCc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/YYTATw9yav4&data=02|01|joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov|0a32ebab9a1e4bc1214408d7ebb8c7de|512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516|0|0|637237051163717945&sdata=bt7Wdezk8PLVMSXpWRd0Vf7SWfgmw%2Btndj1S7jzaeWs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-responding.html&data=02|01|joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov|39aba0914cbb45376deb08d7f0265252|512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516|0|0|637241919708224620&sdata=lnpt0MGrAb%2BCUpp/xqwLtNC0t0JJ2IjhdMfwUCqw9kU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-testing.html&data=02|01|joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov|39aba0914cbb45376deb08d7f0265252|512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516|0|0|637241919708229597&sdata=bVFUPQdAFHeCRHXZnmrDzqLVZuv1GPLpbiLlZKPtauY%3D&reserved=0
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Questions



11

Contact Information:
Jeanne Negley, MBA
HAI Surveillance Director

Acute Disease Epidemiology

Georgia Department of Public Health
2 Peachtree Street NW #14-225

Atlanta, GA 30303

Phone: (404) 657-2593
Fax: 404-657-7517

Jeanne.Negley@dph.ga.gov

JoAnna M. Wagner, RN, BSN, BHSA

Nurse Epidemiologist/Lead Infection 
Preventionist

Healthcare Associated Infection 
Surveillance

Georgia Department of Public Health
2 Peachtree Street NW

Atlanta, GA 30303

Mobile 404.430.6316
Joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov

mailto:Jeanne.Negley@dph.ga.gov
mailto:Joanna.wagner@dph.ga.gov


Program Directors

Georgia, Kentucky, North 
Carolina, or Tennessee 

Leighann Sauls
Leighann.Sauls@AlliantHealth.org

Alabama, Florida, or Louisiana 
Jeana Partington 

Jeana.Partington@AlliantHealth.org
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Upcoming Events
Nursing Homes

Tuesdays, 2pm ET/1pm CT
Community Coalitions

Thursdays, 12:30 pm ET/11:30am CT

June 16th, 2020: Assessing and Reducing 
Opioid Prescribing in Long Term Care 

May 28th, 2020: Community Based Approach 
for Super Utilizers of Care 

July 21st, 2020: Managing Behavioral 
Challenges In Long Term Care to Prevent 

Hospitalization 

June 25th, 2020: Partnering Across the 
Healthcare Continuum for the Complex 

Chronic Care Population 
August 18th, 2020: Initiating an Effective 

Medication Reconciliation Program 
July 30th, 2020: Population Health 

Assessments: Identifying Hidden Risks 

September 15th, 2020: High risk medication 
use and quality practices to prevent ADE 

August 27th, 2020: Using SBIRT for Effective 
Screening and Referral to Treatment 

October 20th, 2020: Understanding and using 
QAPI elements in day to day care processes 

September 24th, 2020: Opioid Use in the 
Aging Population 



Alliant Quality

Alliant Quality@AlliantQuality

@AlliantQualityOrg

Making Health Care Better Together

This material was prepared by Alliant Quality, the quality improvement group 
of Alliant Health Solutions (AHS), the Medicare Quality Innovation Network -
Quality Improvement Organization for Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, North Carolina, and Tennessee, under contract with the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. The contents presented do not necessarily reflect 
CMS policy. Publication No. 12SOW-AHSQIN-QIO-TO1NH-20-197

http://www.linkedin.com/company/alliant-quality
https://www.facebook.com/alliantqualityorg/
https://twitter.com/alliantquality
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9mITtil3mHpVNd87vaxD6w
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